


Seasonal Kontakion in the Third Mode

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was
before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the
Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young Child
Who * before the ages is God.

This Week at Holy Cross

Today Loyalty Day
Christmas Card making for Shut-ins by JOY
Sisters of the Nativity of the Theotokos Monastery selling
Orthodox Gifts for the Holiday Season

Monday 6:30 pm Paraklesis/Bible Study
Tuesday 6:30 pm Philoptochos Christmas Party at LeMont
Wednesday Feast of St. Andrew

8:30 am Orthros

9:30 am Divine Liturgy

11:00 am First Steps of Christ
7 pm Parish Council Meeting

Friday 7:36 pm GOYA Christmas Party and All Night Bowling

Saturday 5 pm Vespers

Coffee Hour sponsored by Pam Lagios, Poi Hagelios, Dena Petrakis, Mary Chakos, Nancy Sofis,
Cookie Phaturos.

Please sign up for coffee hour. Check the calendar online: www.holycrosspgh.org, click
"Events", then "Coffee Hour", then scroll down to calendar, click on date to see if someone has
taken it. Then email holycrosspit@mail.goarch.org or call the church office to request date.

Epistle Reading

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 2:4-10.

BRETHREN, God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when
we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved), and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is
not your own doing, it is the gift of God: not because of works, lest any man should boast. For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.




Gospel Reading

The Reading is from Luke 18:18-27

At that time, a ruler came to Jesus and asked him, "Good Teacher, what shall | do to inherit
eternal life?" And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone.
You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear
false witness, Honor your father and mother.'" And he said, "All these | have observed from my
youth." And when Jesus heard it, he said to him, "One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have
and distribute it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." But
when he heard this he became sad, for he was very rich. Jesus looking at him said, "How hard it
is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." Those who heard
it said, "Then who can be saved?" But he said, "What is impossible with men is possible with
God."

Welcome

We warmly welcome all visitors and seekers in our midst today, trusting that your experience
here will be an uplifting and enriching one. The Greek Orthodox Churches are the ancient and
native Christian communities of the biblical world, with centers in the Holy Lands, Syria, Egypt
and Asia Minor, and by extension in Greece, Cyprus and throughout the world. Like the ancient
Christians, we engage the whole person, heart, mind and all senses in Divine Worship. This
experience has been so powerful to seekers in the past that it was often said “We knew not
whether we were in heaven or on earth. We knew only that there God dwelt among human
beings.” (Russian Primary Chronicle) That communion experience of heaven on earth and God
in our midst forms the heart of all Orthodox worship. It culminates in the sharing of Holy
Communion, which not only unites us with the Divine, but also expresses the deep unity in faith
and life between all Orthodox believers. Since Holy Communion expresses that deep unity in
belief and practice alike, it is reserved for observant Orthodox Christians. This does not mean,
however, that non-Orthodox are ‘excluded’ — rather, the Orthodox choose not to make an
external display of unity when actual unity does not exist. While working to restore the full
communion that did exist in antiquity, today we offer the sign of the blessed bread at the
service’s conclusion as a symbolic gift of hospitality and growing unity that is offered to all
present. If you would like to learn more about the Orthodox way of life, or have any questions
about worship or Holy Communion, please approach Fr. Michael or one of the clergy following
services.

Thank you for joining us, and again, we welcome you all.

A Note from Philoptochos

Philoptochos will be selling frozen Pastitsio and Galatobouriko at coffee hour today. Make your
holiday cooking much easier! Please see Popi to make a purchase.

Come hear beautiful local Orthodox choirs on Sunday, December 11 at 5:30PM for the FOCUS
Christmas Choral Concert at Holy Cross. Philoptochos will host a reception following the
concert. There will be a free-will offering to support FOCUS Pittsburgh.

Popi's fabulous Christmas bread will be available in December!

Elaine Sofis Philoptochos President




Save the Date

FOOD FESTIVAL MEETING DECEMBER 7™, 2016
COMMUNITY CENTER 7:00PM WE WILL PRESENT 2017 PLANS

Community News

Philoptochos Christmas Party

The Philoptochos Christmas Party will be
Tuesday November 29th this year and will
again be held at LeMont. If you are
interested in buying tickets please contact
Mary Zotis at (412) 835-2381 or today
during coffee hour.

Circle of Angels
COOKIE TIME!!! Please bake an extra batch

of your delicious Christmas cookies for our
home-bound parishioners and those in
nursing homes, who look forward to the
goodies baskets that the Circle of Angels
will deliver at Christmas time. We ask that
the cookies have no nuts or powdered
sugar. We also accept monetary donations
toward the baskets. The cookies will be
packed on Tuesday, December 13th at 10
AM. Please bring your cookies to the church
office before then. Thank you! Blessed
Christmas to you and your families!

Thank you, Carol Halkias

College Care Packages

Attn: PARENTS OF CURRENT COLLEGE
STUDENTS

We will be sending care packages to college
students as they prepare for exams at the
end of November. If your child has not
received one of the care packages in the
past and you'd like to add their name to our
list of recipients, please email
elenampl0@gmail.com with their name
and campus address no later then
November 13th.

Thank you,

Elena Peters,

VP of Holy Cross Philoptochos

Sisters Visiting Today

Today, the Sisters of the Nativity of the
Theotokos Monastery in Saxonburg are
here and selling their Icons and other items.
Please see them in the carpeted area
outside the hall during coffee hour for an
opportunity to buy Christmas gifts for the
Orthodox Christians in your life.

JOY Christmas Cards

Today, the JOY will be meeting in the
Philoptochos room to make Christmas
Cards for those who are home bound that
we will be caroling on December, 11th.

It is time once again to join or renew your membership in Philoptochos.
Please fill out the form below and return to the church or Connie Carahalis:

224 Mt. Lebanon Blvd. Pittsburgh, PA 15234

Name

Address

Telephone

Email

*From your $25 Philoptochos Stewardship donation, $15 is sent to the National Philoptochos, and $10 is sent to the
Pittsburgh Metropolis Philoptochos. Anything over $25 goes to the Holy Cross Philoptochos.



Christmas Pageant
Save the Date: Holy Cross Christmas Pageant - Sunday, December 18th

Rehearsals:

Sunday, December 4th- Only main roles and chorus

Sunday, December 11th- Everyone

*Rehearsals will take place in the sanctuary after Church School

Age Level Participation:
*Preschool and Kindergarten children- do not need to sign-up. Instructions will be sent home
regarding their participation.

e 1st Grade - Sheep

e 2nd Grade - Angels or Sheep

o 3" & 4th Grades- Angels or Shepherds

o 5" Grade- Angels, Shepherds or Chorus

6th- 9th Grades - Main Roles or Chorus
10th- 12th Grades- Narrators or Chorus

Parents please inform your child's teachers whether he/she will be participating in the
Pageant. ( A count of the participants is needed to make sure every child has a costume.)

Contact Jonathan McClish with any questions or concerns-
mcclish.jonathan@gmail.com

Stewardship

Stewardship is the love offering that we voluntarily give to our church. It is what makes it
possible to serve the needs of our Holy Cross community. We have no minimum pledge,
because whatever our parishioners can give is valued. Stewardship can involve many things,
the time we have to give to others, the abilities and talents that we use to serve the
community, and the financial support that sustains us as a Parish. Our stewardship enables us
to support the ministries that are so dear to us. Our outreach, youth organizations, Sunday
school, and the liturgical life of the church, are dependent on this support. The day to day
operation and maintenance of the Church, Community Center and our grounds requires
funding. We welcome encourage the involvement of all of you.

Ted Sofis
Vice President & Stewardship Chair

**% All information for the Sunday Bulletin should be submitted to Jonathan McClish by 11:59
pm of the Wednesday prior for inclusion. Submit to mcclish.jonathan@gmail.com




Deposit from Weeks of 11/6
Account Name Deposit

Mini Capital Campaign Update
Pledges from 2016 $4,234

Matching $75,000 $74,750 $250

Bulletin DenEE

Candl(?s $425 Donations $75,000  $74,960 $40
Donations — Unspecified from

Flowers/Communion Wine Parishioners

Loose Offerings $232 Total $150,000 $149,710 $290
Greek School Disbursements Made to Date $27,555
Sunday Church School

Vacation Church School

Special Envelopes $5
Holy Week Envelopes
Christmas Cards

Baptismal Candles
Socials/Special Projects

Hall Deposits — Current Year
Hall Deposits — Next Year
Hall Rental Income - 2016
Christmas Card

Golf Outing
Copies Refund (Konika) $3,986.28
Total Deposit $8,896.28

Financial Snapshot based on $2,075.33 per day operating cost

Date Weekly Weekly Collections Estimated operational Difference
Collections Total needs to following
Sunday
Total through Oct.  $448,487.84 $448,487.84 $659,954.94 -$211,467.10
11/6 $16,157 $464,644.84 $674,482.25 -$209,837.41
11/13 $12,972.95 $477,617.79 $689,009.56 -$211,391.77
11/20 $8,896.28 $486,514.07 $703,536.87 -$217,022.80




“Bethlehem, Make Ready”
The Christmas Hymnology of Byzantium

A Lecture-Concert presented by
The Byzantine Choir
of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh

Sunday, November 27, 2016
6:30 PH

St. Thomas HMore Catholic Church
126 Fort Couch Rd, Dittsburgh, DA 15241
512-833-0031

open to the

A voluntary goodwill donatton that wili assist the church music minisiry is welcome

Socrates-<Daphine Lodge of Pittsburgh
Invites you to the annual

Christmas Oinner Dance

Friday, December 9, 2016
Crowne ®Plaza Hotel
Fort Couch Road

Cocktails and Appetizers 6 pm
Festive Dinner Buffet 7 pm
With complimentary wine
Mausic by
The Filarakia
Featuring Sotiri Tsourekis on the Bouzouki
®Performance by
The Grecian Odyssey Dancers

Come and ring in the holiday season with us and don’t forget your “Refi!”

Call for reservations bry December 2, 2016

Becky Bertos 4124219427 Aliki Andrews 412-833-4596 &
Chrissa Schultz 412-343-9585 -

Dinner and Dance $60 Dance only $15

——




Sunday December 4" at Coffee Hour Father Andres Giron Clin
Aguacate Guatemala
Soup Bowl Event to Support the Medical Qutreach of the Father Andres

Clinic in Aguacate Guatemala The entire country of Guatemata Is currently facing a healthcare crisis, and medical care Is
either non-existent or unaffordable in most rural regions of the country. In and around the
remote village of Aguacate, the Mayan Chuj Tribe is mostly subsistence farmers with litie
or no access to medical or dental care. As a result, villagers auffer from a variety of
serious health issues

To address this need, construction on the Clinic was begun In August of 2014. The Holy
Cross Mission Fund plus a number of private donors funded the dinic buliding and
interior construction as well as all the fumishings and equipment for the interior. The
villagers themselves provided all labor for the construction at litle or no cost

During the past year, with funds provided by the Holy Cross Mission Fund, the Clinic has
made tremendous progress. A new roof was installed to adequstsly protect the medicat
equipment in the dlinic; & 5,000-iter tank was installed on the roof to provide water for the
Ciinic and Missionary Teams; two new dental unit were installed; a handicap ramp was
buiit to provide easy access from the road; The pharmacy is completed and stocked with
medicine and a 21 year old Clinical Health Worker from the village has started medical

school.
Mission Teams have provided care for over 2,000 dental and medical patients during the
For a donation of $10.00 or more, receive a bowl of Popi’s famous homemade soup past year and future visits are planned. A village clinical health worker now staffs the Clinic
in a hand crafted porcelain or stoneware soup bowl. on & daily basis for follow-up care, prescription renewals and emergency treatment.
The bowls were made and donated by ceramic artists at the Pittsburgh Center for
the Arts

Enjoy the soup! -— Keep the bowl! — Support the Mission!

2015 on the left dental work
was being done on a table in

2 storage room.

2016 oa the right, one of the
mhalmm&mngl

Entrance to newly completed Clinic in Aguacate Guatemala



