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Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in
Cappadocia
Saint Basil the Great was born about the end of the
year 329 in Caesarea of Cappadocia, to a family
renowned for their learning and holiness. His
parents' names were Basil and Emily. His mother
Emily and his grandmother Macrina are Saints of
the Church, together with all his brothers and
sisters: Macrina, his elder sister, Gregory of Nyssa,
Peter of Sebastia , and Naucratius. Basil studied in
Constantnople under the sophist Libanius, then in
Athens, where also he formed a friendship with
the young Gregory, a fellow Cappadocian, later
called "the Theologian." Through the good
influence of his sister Macrina, he chose to
embrace the ascetical life, abandoning his worldly
career. He visited the monks in Egypt, in Palestine,
in Syria, and in Mesopotamia, and upon returning
to Caesarea, he departed to a hermitage on the Iris
River in Pontus, not far from Annesi, where his
mother and his sister Macrina were already
treading the path of the ascetical life; here he also
wrote his ascetical homilies.
About the year 370, when the bishop of his
country reposed, he was elected to succeed to his
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throne and was entrusted with the Church of
Christ, which he tended for eight years, living in
voluntary poverty and strict asceticism, having no
other care than to defend holy Orthodoxy as a
worthy successor of the Apostles. The Emperor
Valens, and Modestus, the Eparch of the East, who
were of one mind with the Arians, tried with
threats of exile and of torments to bend the Saint
to their own confession, because he was the
bastion of Orthodoxy in all Cappadocia, and
preserved it from heresy when Arianism was at its
strongest. But he set all their malice at nought, and
in his willingness to give himself up to every
suffering for the sake of the Faith, showed himself
to be a martyr by volition. Modestus, amazed at
Basil's fearlessness in his presence, said that no
one had ever so spoken to him. "Perhaps,"
answered the Saint, "you have never met a bishop
before." The Emperor Valens himself was almost
won over by Basil's dignity and wisdom. When
Valens' son fell gravely sick, he asked Saint Basil to
pray for him. The Saint promised that his son
would be restated if Valens agreed to have him
baptized by the Orthodox; Valens agreed, Basil
prayed, and the son was restored. But afterwards
the Emperor had him baptized by Arians, and the
child died soon after. Later, Valens, persuaded by
his counsellors, decided to send the Saint into
exile because he would not accept the Arians into
communion; but his pen broke when he was
signing the edict of banishment. He tried a second
time and a third, but the same thing happened, so
that the Emperor was filled with dread, and tore
up the document, and Basil was not banished. The
truly great Basil, spent with extreme ascetical
practices and continual labours, at the helm of the
church, departed to the Lord on the 1st of January,
in 379. at the age of forty‐nine.
His writings are replete with wisdom and
erudition, and rich are these gifts he set forth the
doctrines concerning the mysteries both of the
creation (see his Hexaemeron) and of the Holy
Trinity (see On the Holy Spirit). Because of the
majesty and keenness of his eloquence, he is
honoured as "the revealer of heavenly things" and
"the Great."
Saint Basil is also celebrated on January 30th with
Saint Gregory the Theologian and Saint John
Chrysostom.

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Third Mode
Let the Heavens rejoice; let earthly things be glad; for the Lord hath wrought might with His
arm, He hath trampled upon death by death. The first‐born of the dead hath He become. From
the belly of Hades hath He delivered us, and hath granted great mercy to the world.
Apolytikion for Circumcision of Jesus Christ in the First Mode
Our human form hast Thou taken on Thyself without change, O greatly‐compassionate Master,
though being God by nature; fulfilling the Law, Thou willingly receivest circumcision in the flesh,
that Thou mightest end the shadow and roll away the veil of our sinful passions. Glory be to Thy
goodness unto us. Glory be to Thy compassion. Glory, O Word, to Thine inexpressible
condescension.
Apolytikion for Basil the Great in the First Mode
Thy sound hath gone forth into all the earth, which hath received thy word. Thereby thou hast
divinely taught the Faith; thou hast made manifest the nature of all things that be; thou hast
adorned the ways of man. O namesake of the royal priesthood, our righteous Father Basil,
intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
Apolytikion for the Church in the First Mode
Save, O Lord, Your people, and bless Your inheritance. Grant victory to the faithful against the
adversaries of the faith. And, protect Your people by the power of Your Cross.
Seasonal Kontakion in the Third Mode
Now the Lord of all that is doth undergo circumcision, in His goodness cutting off the sins and
failings of mortals. He this day doth give salvation unto the whole world; and the hierarch and
bright daystar of the Creator now rejoiceth in the highest, Basil the wise and divine initiate of
Christ.
This Week at Holy Cross
Thursday
~ Strict Fast ~
10 am Royal Hours
Noon – Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil and Blessing of the waters
Friday

Epiphany
8:30 am Matins
9:30 am Divine Liturgy and Great Blessing of the Waters

Saturday

Synaxis of St. John the Baptist
8:30 Matins
9:30 Divine Liturgy

Sunday

8:15 Orthros
9:30 Divine Liturgy
Cutting of the Vasilopita following Liturgy
12:30 pm Philoptochos Meeting

Memorials
Angie Troianos – 40 Days

Epistle Reading
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians 2:8‐12.
BRETHREN, see to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not
according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to
fullness of life in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. In him also you were
circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of flesh in the
circumcision of Christ; and you were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised
with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.

Gospel Reading
Circumcision of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ The Reading is from Luke 2:20‐21, 40‐52
At that time, the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them. And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. And the child
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. Now his
parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover. And when he was twelve
years old, they went up according to custom; and when the feast was ended, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing
him to be in the company they went a day's journey, and they sought him among their kinsfolk
and acquaintances; and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking him.
After three days, they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them
and asking them questions; and all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. And when they saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Son, why
have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been looking for you anxiously." And he
said to them, "How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's
house?" And they did not understand the saying which he spoke to them. And he went down
with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these
things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and
man.

A Note from Philoptochos
Wishing Holy Cross Members a Happy and Healthy New Year! Philoptochos values new and old
members! Please consider joining our worthwhile organization!
Please join us next Sunday, January 8, after Vasilopita and coffee hour, 12:30PM, in the
Philoptochos Room for our first meeting of 2017!
Elaine Sofis,
Philoptochos President

About Epiphany and House Blessings (excerpt) by Phyllis Meshel Onest M.Div.
Since we are reminded in Scripture to begin whatever we do with prayer, it has been the
practice of Orthodox Christians for centuries to have new dwellings blessed either before or
just after settling in. This has been extended to one's business or office, and even college dorm
rooms. "The service performed by the priest to bless the new dwelling is somewhat similar to
the consecration of a church [in the Russian practice] in that holy water, holy oil, and incense
are used and a lesson from the holy Gospel is read. All the rooms of the house are sprinkled
with holy water and each of the four outer walls are anointed with the sign of the Cross with
holy oil, a candle placed before them, and after the censing of the house, the lesson from the
Holy Gospel is read [in Greek practice the service of the Small Blessing of Waters is generally
done]. At the conclusion of the blessing, the inhabitants are blessed with holy water: the
husband first, followed by the wife and then the children ‐ the oldest first. Relatives and friends
present are then blessed." (Marriage and the Christian Home, by Rev. Michael B. Henning, p.24.
The Great Blessing of Water takes place at the end of that day's Liturgy. Since our homes
cannot be brought to the Church, the Church ‐ through the priest and cantor ‐ go to the homes.
There the service of blessing, which began in the church, is finished with the sprinkling of water
in the home. Traditionally, in most Orthodox parishes, the priest personally visits all his
parishioners each year to pray with them in the place where they live, and to bless their
surroundings with the newly sanctified water of Theophany (January 6/13). By sanctifying our
living quarters, our private place, we extend the grace of God to our individual dwellings. (In
very large parishes a yearly visit may not be possible. In areas of the country where the winter
is harsh, I know of at least one parish where houses are blessed at the beginning of the
ecclesiastical year in September.)
We also bring the blessed water to our homes to use throughout the year to bless our homes
and to drink whether we are ill or as part of our daily prayer life. "There are many occasions in
family life when a sip of holy water can help to remind us of the blessing that was given 'to
bestow sanctification', 'unto healing of soul and body', 'to be a fountain welling forth unto life
eternal', as the priest prayed in the litany of Epiphany day." (Little Falcons: Water, Vol. 5, No. 2,
1998, p.33.)

