HOLY CROSS

CROSSEM ROADS

0 O Nat in aumeager-
ness; let us celebrate be-f
fore its time the Nativity ¢
of Christ! Let us lift up
our minds and hearts to
Bethlehem and contem- [E&Z2{
plate the great Mystery in [§§j
the cave. Edenwas F
opened when God came
forth from the pure Vir-
gin, a perfect Man and ,
perfect God. Wherefore, i &
let us cry out and say,
oHoly God t
Father! Holy is the =23 =
Mighty One, the Incarnate Son! Hon is the Immortal
One, the Spirit Paraclete! All Holy Trinity, glory to
You!6 (Vespers of the Nativity )

Beloved Members and Friends of Holy Cross,
Christis born! Glorify Him! Cri st oV Gennat alj !
As we approach the Fealettusltf
up our hearts to the Lord! Let not our joy be stolen by the cold-
ness of a fallen world. Our thoughts can elevate us to the Throne
of The King of Kings! The Lord of Lords! The Prince of Peace! Let
us hasten to forgive one another and have a kind word for those
whose hearts need to be war med
life. Our manger, our soul, can receive the Lord who desires to
abide in us, if we prepare a place for Him. Come quickly my be-




NEW YEAR'S EVE GALA

HOLY CROSS COMMUNITY CENTER
123 GILKESON ROAD, PITTSBURGH, PA
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31°'2014

8PM-2AM
fo"owing Vespera| Divine Liturgy of St. Basil at 6:30pm

INCLUDES:

Dinner & Live music by the Grecian Flames
Champagne Toast at Midnight
Cash Bar

Dinner tickets MUST be purchased by Sunday, December 21st.

Adults $60 ¢ Children 412 $25 * Children 3 and under free
Dance only tickets available in advance and at the door for $25

Tickets are available at coffee hour or you can call
Dino Kartofilis at 412.389.7333 email: Dino@Kartofilis.com or
Dan Milinkovic at 404.694.0455 email: excelloy_dan@yahoo.com




Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church

123 Gilkeson Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15228
Crossroads, published monthly Volume 14 Issue 12
Under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew |, His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of the

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and His

Eminence Metropolitan SAVAS of Pittsburgh

The mission of Holy Cross is to keep and proclaim, pure and undefiled, the Orthodox Christian faith and
traditions in conformity with the doctrine, canons, worship, discipline and customs of the Church.

Fr. Michael Kallaur, Economos

Fr. Daniel Korba, Presbyter

Dn. Frank Dickos, Deacon

Nena Jovonovich, Secretary

Office Telephone: (412) 833-3355
FAX Telephone: (412) 833-3357
Community Center Phone:(412) 856001
Rentals (Mary Kay Tomasits): (418B1-2525
Office Hours Monday-Friday9 am- 5 pm

Services:Winter hours from Labor
Day to Memorial Day

Sundays 8:45am Orthros

10 am Divine Liturgy

Mondays *6:30pm Paraclesis
*7:15 pm Bible Study
*NOTE NEW TIMES

***Makarias (funeral luncheons) are
now to be arranged through one of ou
caterers.Please call the church office.

Weekdays
8:30am Orthros/9:30am Divine Liturgy

Saturdays

Organizations & Committees
Church School Marica Mitsos (724)-229
Jennifer Liokareas

Philoptochos  Elaine Sofis (412) 3447046
Philoptochos  Connie Carahalis (412) 564783
Membership

Circle of Carol Halkias 412) 2765002
Angels Christine Peters  (724) 6939290

Garden of Love Stacie Metrose  (412) 8336164
Didra Kirschner  (412) 5622892

Greek School Dena Yamalis (412) 3438355
Junior Dance  Chrysanthe Pano: (412) 2760801

Senior Dance Dimitri Pantzoulas (412) 4947430

Choir Lia Christulides  (412) 5622070
First Steps Denise Sokos (412) 2571610
O g (1) s
YAL John Giovanis (412) 4483030
GOYA Denise Melis (412) 3419264

Golden Club  JoAnna Asvestas (412) 519403

Bookstore Mary Portellos 724) 9418699
Carol Halkias 412) 2765002

House Committee Dennis Kusturiss (412) 8544369

Building Comm. John Conomos  (412) 8347997

Sts. Mary & Adrienne Dickos (412) 8334980
Martha

Vespers 5:00 pm (as scheduled)
) See monthly calendar for all serviced,

2014
Parish Council

George Sokos
Ted Sofis
John Giovanis
Joanna Asvestas
Margaret Diamond
Duane Ferencz
Ponny Jahn
Stergios Kalogeris
Thea Martin
Konrad Mayr
John Orfanopoulos
Constantine Paliouras
Chris Pfanstiel
John Popovich
Cathy Terasavage
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Sacraments
Baptisms
10/ 18 ~ Jack Alexander Foltz, son of James/1Dkniic . Skephpearent is Anni
Larimer.
10/19 ~ Stella (Styliani) Bentz, daughter of Michael A. and Lara (Patrina
Athena Patrinos Mahramas.
11/1 ~ Nicholas Daniel Liokareas, son of Panagitti¢peibkheeat JeSsita
parent is Nicholas Koutoufaris.
Marriages
10/11 ~ Dean Nicholas Sappas and Michelle Kristen McClellan. Koumk
11/8 ~ Timothy Paul Phillips and Nina Gail Lang Koumbaro is Nicholas

Next month:
Trisaigion December 14 for William J. (Bill) Sofis, 31 years and Helen S

Philoptochos Annual Christra:
Tuesday, December 2 5*
at the Le Mont, 6:30PM Entertalnlng;d)y
For reservations, call Mag8Rtis (412) :
Choose from: Chicken stuffed with proscittc
Salmon $34 ~ Rack of Lamb $38 ~ Fylef

Attention Holy Cross Graduating High School Seniors and Parents

Two Holy Cross Philoptochos $1000 Philanthropy Awards are available to tv
graduating high school seniors from our church. The awards are available to
ONLY PLEDGED families of Holy Cross. The application will be available in

the church office, narthex or Elaine Sofis beginning on Sunday, January 25, 2
and returned by Sunday, March 22 2015. The award is based on your definit
philanthropy, a short essay on your philanthropic work and how your Orthodo
Christian faith will guide you as you enter the adult world. A separate, but sin
Philoptochos Philanthropy Award is available to a graduating Mt. Lebanon Hi
School senior in the guidance office, too. You may apply to both awards but
be eligible to receive only one. Please see an application for all the necess
criteria to apply for the award. The Holy Cross application may be returned tc
church office or Elaine Sofis, in church, or 121 Woodhaven Drive, Pittsburgh,
15228. -Elaine Sofis, Philoptochos President

4



poooooooRoPPOPPPPPPPOPOPOPOPDD

® Dress for Success, 4

® Thank you very muevémyone for your generou@do.

? nations of Women's clothiimgs. program serves r@an)
disadvantaged women in Pittsburgh to obtain empl

4 mentand provide fdreir familieg.hey are very grdle-

g ful for your continued support. %

0 Sincerely, Christine Peter
PooooOPOPPPPOPOPOPOPPPPPOPOPOPOPYD

Sts. Mary & Martha 2014 -2015 Schedule
Theme: The Orthodox Family:
A Dwelling of Christ and A Witness to the Gospel
January 27
The Spiritual Family: Taking the family beyond genetics.
Speaker: Fr. John Touloumes
Hostess: Demetria Pappas.538 Lansdale Place.Mt. Lebanon 15216
February 24
The Family of the Eucharist, our Orthodox Family:
One Family in Christ

Speaker: Fr. George Callos

Hostess: Cynthia Henry.719 N. Meadowcroft.Mt. Lebanon 15216
March 31
Monasticism: Not of the world, but still of the family.
Speaker: Fr. Dimitrios Carellas
Hostess: Cynthia Raftis.800 ValleyView Rd.Mt. Lebanon 15243
April 28
The Family of Adam, the Global Family:
To be made in the image and likeness of God
Speaker: OPEN
Hostess: Vasso Paliouras.114 Hoodridge Dr.Mt. Lebanon 15228
May 26
Family Beyond the Grave: The Cloud of Witnesses
Speaker: Fr. Michael Kallaur
Hostess: Pres. Eleni Kallaur

Thanksgiving is November 27 Pascha is April 12




loved to the Holy Church of
Christ and bring a gift worthy of
a King. Bring Him your sins,
your failings, your brokenness in
Holy Confession. He alone can
restore you and give you His
peace. Bring Him your offering
for all the blessings He has be-
stowed upon you. Bring Him
your joy and gratitude to serve
such a King who willingly hum-
bles Himself as a baby.

We may ponder, why
does this season of Christmas,
year after year, bring such excite-
ment and wonder? Fr. Alexan-
der Schmemann (Theologian
from the 20t Century) expresses
the joy of Christmas in this way,
oWhy does joyfu
build over the Christmas season
as people, even those of luke-
warm faith and unbelievers, be-
hold that unique, incomparable
sight of the young mother hold-
ing the child in her arms, and
around them the
theEastd t he shephe
from night -watch in their fields,
the animals, the open sky, the
star? Why are we so certain, and
discover again and again, that on
this sorrowful planet of ours
there is nothing more beautiful
and joyful than this sight, which
the passage of centuries has
proven incapable of uprooting

from our memory? We return to
this sight whenever we have no-
where else to go, whenever we
have been tormented by life and
are in search of something that
might deliver us .0

Fr. Alexander goes on to
reflect about children and Christ-
mas. How, as adults, we lose the
wonder, the trust, and innocence
of youth. As adults we are un-
willing to give ourselves over
completely to the Lord.

Fr. Alexander continues,
olt is the word
0Godd which giwv
striking revelation about the
Christmas mystery. In a certain
profound way, this is a mystery
directed toward the child who
continues to secretly live within
every adult, to the child who
continues to hear what the adult
no longer hears, and who re-
sponds with joy which the adult,
in his mundane, grown -up, tired
and cynical worlds is no longer
capable of feeling. Christmas is &
feast for children, not because of
the tree that we decorate and
light, but a much deeper sense
that children alone are unsur-
prised that when God comes to
us on earth, he comes as child.
Above all, is it not the capacity,
so characteristic of children, to
wonder, to rejoice, and most im-

D O
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portantly to be whole both in
sorrow and in joy? Adulthood
chokes as well the ability to
trust, to let go and give oneself
completely to love and to be-

|l i eve with aAnt
finally, children take seriously
what adults are no longer capa-
ble of accepting; dreams, that
which breaks through our every
day experience and our cynical
mistrust, that deep mystery of
the world and everything

within it revealed to saints, chil-
dren, and poets.

Only when we break
through to the child living hid-
den within us, can we inherit as
our own the joyful mystery of
God coming to us as a child.
The child has neither authority
nor power, yet the very absence
of authority reveals him to be a
king; his defenselessness and
vulnerability are precisely the
source of his profound power.
The child in that distant Bethle-
hem cave has no desire that we
fear him; He enters our hearts
not by frightening us, by prov-
ing his power and authority, but
by love alone. He is given to us
as a child, and only as children
can we in turn love him and
give ourselves to Him. The
world is ruled by authority and
power, by fear and domination.

The child God liberates us from
that. All He desires from us is
our love, freely given and joy-
ful; all He desires is that we give
Him our heart. And we give it
to & defesselds® endlassly trust-
ing child. Through the feast of
Christmas, the Church reveals
to us a joyful mystery; the mys-
tery of freely given love impos-
ing itself on no one. A love ca-
pable of seeing and recognizing
and loving God in the Divine
Child, and becoming the gift of
a new life.6 (Celebration of
Faith, Vol. Il pg. 53-54)

Christ came to give us
life, that we would have eternal
life and have it more abun-
dantly (John 10:10). What can
we offer to our Savior and Re-
deemer? The only gift He asks
of us is our freely given love!

All of our petitions in the

Church end with this admoni-
ton,0Let us commi
and one another, and our whole
lives to Christ our God .0
both the desire and the goal of
our lives. May it be so!
Wishing you and your families
a blessed Nativity of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ!K a |
Cristougennall
With love in Christ,

Fr. Michael

a

Thi
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Holy Cross Philoptochos -December News Letter

Thirty done were present at the November 4 meeting. Thank youto Bob
Kirschner who gave an enlightening presentation of the living conditions in
the Mayan village, Aguacate, Guatemala. $500 will be donated to help in the
needs of the village.

Presv. Eleni is organizing with GOYA to prepare college exam care packages
for students from Holy Cross. Up to $500 was approved to purchase supplies
and postage. Philoptochos will contribute towards the renovation of the
kitchen prep room.

Please call Mary Zotis if you wish to attend the Christmas Party at the Le Mont
on Tuesday, December 2 at 6:30PM, 412 838381, Peter Teris will be perform-
ing.

On Sunday, December 14 at 6:30 PM at Holy Cross, a Christmas choir concert
to benefit FOCUS, free will donation. Refreshments provided by Philopto-
chos . | hope that you can attend!

Our November 9 Membership coffee hour was a huge success. Thank you to
Connie Carahalis and Dora Zezulewicz for chairing this special Sunday coffee
hour! Thank you to all who donated to FOCUS Thanksgiving Food Drive.
Much was collected to those in need. Thank you to Adrienne Dickos and sons
Dimitri and Marco, for delivering the donations to FOCUS

Diane Hoenig will discuss her writing of icons at our March 3 meeting .
Philoptochos will sponsor another Palm Sunday Fish Luncheon on April 5,
2015

Philoptochos and All Saints Philoptochos will have a fabulous May 16 evening
event with New York Greek American comedian Ellen Karis performing at
Holy Cross Community Center.

Cynthia Henry will continue to embroider names onto the Philoptochos table-
cloth for $10.

Philoptochos will be offering two Philanthropy Awards this year for two
graduating high school seniors from Holy Cross. Your family must be a
pledged member of our church. A Philanthropy Award will be offered to a Mt.
Lebanon graduating high school senior, too, from the guidance office. You will
be eligible for one award. The application for the church award is available in
the office and narthex from January 25, 2015 and due by March 22, 2015

If you are a member of Philoptochos and did not provide your email address
and would like to receive reminders and information, please call 412 344-7046
or esofis@comcast.netWe are a great organization and hope you consider join-
ing and becoming involved! Contact Connie Carahalis at 412 5614783 or Dora
Zezulewicz at dlbzezulewicz@yahoo.comto become a member. Membership is
open to ALL the ladies and gentlemen of our parish. Your participation would
be gratifying and greatly appreciated!

Future Philoptochos and Orthodox Events
December 2, Tuesday at 6:30PM, Annual Philoptochos Christmas Party at the
Le Mont with Peter Teris performing, chaired by Mary Zotis, 412 835 -2381
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December, 14, Sunday at 6:30PM, Christmas Choir Concert with seven Or-
thodox Choirs at Holy Cross to benefit FOCUS, free will donation, Philop-
tochos providing refreshments.

December 31, Wednesday evening, N e w Year 6s Eve C

Cross Community Center

Tentative Meetings in 2015, January 6, February 10, March 3, guest speaker,
Diane Hoenig, April 14, May 5, June 2.

Sunday, April 5, Philotpochos Palm Sunday Fish Luncheon, Adults, $10,
Children 5 -12, $5, 4 & Under, Free

Saturday, May 16 evening event at Holy Cross with Greek American come-
dian Ellen Karis performing.

Much is planned. Please share your time and talents with us.

I will send reminders via -email and hope to see you at ALL of our events!
PLEASE consider joining Philoptochos!

Elaine Sofis

Philoptochos President

Save the Date, May 16, 2015
Holy Cross Philoptochos and All Saints Philoptochos invite you to an evening pe

el

r_

formance by New York Greek American comedian Ellen Karis at Holy Cross Greek

Orthodox Church Community Center. More details to follow! All proceeds bene
the philanthropic efforts of Philoptochos.

fit

2015 Philoptochos Membership

It is time once again to join or renew your membership in Philopto-
chos.Please fill out the form below and return to the church or Conn
Carahalis, 224 Mt. Lebanon Blvd., Pgh., AA234.

Name

ie

Address

Telephone

Email

*From you Philoptochos Stewardship donation, $15 is sent to National

Philoptochos and $10 is sent to the Pittsburgh Metropolis Philopto-
chos.Anything over $25 goes to Holy Cross Philoptochos
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