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Sunday, June 6, 2021 ~ Sunday of the Blind Man

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 16:16-34 In those days, as we apostles were going to the place of prayer, we
were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by soothsaying. She followed
Paul and us, crying, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation." And this
she did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, "I charge you in the name of Jesus Christ
to come out of her." And it came out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the rulers; and when they had brought them to the
magistrates they said, "These men are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs which it is not lawful
for us Romans to accept or practice." The crowd joined in attacking them; and the magistrates tore the garments off them
and gave orders to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into
prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having received this charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened
their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and im-
mediately all the doors were opened and every one's fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke and saw that the
prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But
Paul cried with a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." And he called for lights and rushed in, and trem-
bling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out and said, "Men, what must I do to be saved?"
And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." And they spoke the word of
the Lord to him and to all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their
wounds, and he was baptized at once, with all his family. Then he brought them up into his house, and set food before
them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he had believed in God.

The Gospel according to John 9:1-38 At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disci-
ples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We must work the works of him
who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world." As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay, say-
ing to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?" Some said,
"It is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said to him, "Then how were your eyes
opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash';
so I went and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made
the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put
clay on my eyes and I washed, and I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep
the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" There was a division among them. So they
again said to the blind man, "What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet."

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight, and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?"
His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know,
nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this because they
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ he was to be put out of the
synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask him."

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise; we know
that this man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was
blind, now I see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have
told you already and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?"
And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do
not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone
1s a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They answered him, "You
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He
answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who speaks
to you." He said, "Lord, I believe"; and he worshiped him.
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Live stteaming from Holy Cross: https:/ /www.holycrosspgh.org/church-live-stream

Coftee hour 1s sponsored today by Connie Carahalis in honor of the graduates.
W Today is Graduate Sunday
><<=_and Greek School Recognition.

Trisagion:  #Mary Orfanopoulos 24 years
7Vasilios Ortanopoulos 47 years

J

THIS WEEK:
Monday, June 7 6:30pm Paraclesis Looking ahead to next week:
Tuesday, June 8 7pm Philoptochos Meeting We will be putting together -
Wednesday, Juneg  Apodosis of Pascha the pastry assortment
8:30am Orthros/9:30am Divine Liturgy packages on
Thursday, June 10 Holy Ascension Monday, June14th at 10am
8:30am Orthros/9:30am Divine Liturgy and need a large crew
Friday, June 10am Baking, powdering, and cupping Kourambiethes for an assgmbly line.
Your help is needed!
Saturday, June 12 spm Vespers

WE NEED YOU to volunteer at the Greek Food Festival.

Please consider volunteering at our biggest fundraiser of the year.

We all know the Greek proverb “many hands make light work.” Mz iuidhmy

Click on the sign-up sheet and volunteer for a time slot that is convenient for you. At
It’s a fun time and an opportunity to reconnect with friends you may not have seen for a while.
Come one, come all on June 16th, 17th, and 18th anytime between 10 am - 7:30 pm.

WE need you! OPA! Thank you!
http://bit.ly/HCFF-Volunteers

Please contact the church office if you wish to host a

| Coffee Hour.
\\ s //A)) ALL dates are open going forward.

d .k ~—% Individuals or families can combine to
—
purchase snacks, set up, serve and clean up.
: hiloptochos provides coffee and paper products.

More detailed information is available on our website:
https://www.holycrosspgh.org/coffee-hour
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