
 

 

 

 

The Philoptochos Annual Christmas Party 

Tuesday, December 7th at 6:30 pm 
Tickets are $35 

Please contact Ria Kartsonas 

at rizkarts@gmail.com 

for your reservation and your food selection of 

Chicken Florentine, Cod or Filet by December 1st.  

Entertainment by  

The Meraklides 

Please contact the church office to host a 
Coffee Hour. Individuals or families can 
combine to purchase snacks, set up, serve 
and clean up.  
Philoptochos provides coffee and paper products.  
More information is on our website:  
https://www.holycrosspgh.org/coffee-hour  
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Sunday, December 12, 2021  

 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 5:8-19 

Brethren, walk as children of  light (for the fruit of  light is found in all that is 

good and right and true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take 

no part in the unfruitful works of  darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 

a shame even to speak of  the things that they do in secret; but when anything 

is exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is 

light. Therefore it is said, "Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and 

Christ shall give you light." Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise 

men but as wise, making the most of  the time, because the days are evil. 

Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of  the Lord is. And 

do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the 

Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, sing-

ing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart. 

 

The Gospel according to  Luke 14:16-24  The Lord said this parable: "A 

man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time of  the ban-

quet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for all is 

now ready.' But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I 

have bought a field, and I go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.' 

And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of  oxen, and I must go to examine 

them; I pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have married a wife, 

and therefore I cannot come.' So the servant came and reported this to his 

master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to 

the streets and lanes of  the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind 

and lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, 

and there is still room.' And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the 

highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be 

filled. For I tell you, none of  those men who were invited shall taste my ban-

quet. For many are called, but few are chosen.'"  
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Live streaming from Holy Cross:  https://www.holycrosspgh.org/church-live-stream   
 

Trisagions:  †Rebecca Tambouratzis  6 months     

  †deceased Archons of St. Andrew  

Artoklasia for the health of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and the Archons of St. Andrew.Coffee 
Hour is sponsored by the Archons of St. Andrew from Holy Cross. 

 

THIS WEEK: 
Monday, December 13  St. Herman of Alaska  8:30am Orthros/9:30am Divine Liturgy 
    6:30pm Paraclesis   

     

Tuesday, December 14  7pm Parish Council Meeting 

     

Wednesday, December 15 Heirmartyr Eluetherios 8:30am Orthros/9:30am Divine Liturgy 
    10am First Steps 
    4:30 pm Greek School 
    6:45pm GOYA Basketball 
    7pm Bible Study 
Thursday, December 16   

   

Friday, December 17  Prophet Daniel  8:30am Orthros/9:30am Divine Liturgy 

  

Saturday, December 18  5pm Vespers  
 

Circle of Angels requests for our Christmas Outreach Koulourakia, cookies, paximadia 

and candy. Please NO nuts, nut products or powdered sugar! Bring your goodies to the 

church office. We will be assembling the cookie baskets on Tuesday, Dec. 14th at 10:30 

AM  in the community center kitchen.   Thank you, Carol and Christine 
 
Thank you to ALL who helped to prepare the Philoptochos Christmas bread on Thurs-

day, December 9th.  We are truly grateful for your time and talents in supporting this 

Philoptochos fundraiser.  Co-Chairs, Elaine Sofis and Domenica Merante 

  

The Philoptochos Christmas bread, plain or with sesame seeds is $10 a loaf. The bread 

will be available after Divine Liturgy in the narthex or community center today.  Checks 

are payable to Holy Cross Philoptochos or cash.  The bread will be sold next Sunday, De-

cember 19, if available.  

  

ATTENTION High School Seniors and Parents! The application for the Popi Hagelios 

Memorial Philanthropy Award of the Philoptochos Society of Holy Cross is available in 
the Narthex beginning today, December 12, from Elaine Sofis, esofis@comcast.net or  

Denise Melis, dmelis@comcast.net  The application is due by Sunday, March 13, 2022.   

The award is available to a PLEDGED Holy Cross family member who is a graduating 

high school senior in 2022.  A similar application is available at Mt. Lebanon High 

School.  You may apply to both awards but will only be eligible for one $1500 award.  

FIRST COME - FIRST SERVED 
We are eliminating the old, turquoise banquet chairs from the Community Center.  

There are about 250 chairs left. If you are interested in 1 - 250 chairs,  

please contact John Klimko (412.609.1660) as soon as possible.  

Philoptochos Membership 2022   
Ladies 18 years old and up are welcomed and encouraged to join Philoptochos and become a 
Friend of the Poor. No experience necessary! Dues are $25 per year (National  Membership 
Dues are $15 per year plus $10 for Metropolis of Pittsburgh). Anything over and above goes 
to our Holy Cross Chapter.  
 

RENEW OR JOIN PHILOPTOCHOS for 2022 online!  
 GO TO: holycrosspgh.org 
 On the drop down menu choose Donations & Stewardship 
 On the DONATE page, choose Donate Online 
 On the Online Donation page, choose Philoptochos. 
 

Or you can still send in a check using the Philoptochos Membership form below: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Library renovation: Our church library is under renovation. The tables are 

newly refinished, and the oriental rugs have been cleaned. 

PLEASE:  

NO FOOD * NO BEVERAGES 

in the library 

TO RENEW OR JOIN PHILOPTOCHOS for 2022, please complete and return to 
church or to Adrienne Dickos, 1840 Kent Rd. Pittsburgh 15241 
 

Name_______________________________________ 

Address______________________________________ 

Telephone____________________________________ 

Email_______________________________________ 
*From your Philoptochos Stewardship donation, $15 is sent to National Philoptochos in NYC and $10 is sent to the Pittsburgh 
Metropolis Philoptochos.  Anything over $25 goes to Holy Cross Philoptochos. Or see any Board Member to pay your dues! 

Parish Council elections will be held in the library following 

Divine Liturgy today. 
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