Beloved Members and Friends of Holy Cross,

The beautiful Prokimenon that is chanted on Holy Satur-
day morning at the Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil:

<Anasta, o QeoV, krino
oti Su katakl hronomhsei V ¢

OArise O God and judge
for You shall i nherit a

This moment we have prepared for from the time of our
birth and our re -birth at holy baptism and dedication to the
Lord, till we meet Him in glory. Our entire life is a preparation,
anticipation, a waiting on the Lord. We seek to meet Christ in
the Holy Sacraments of the Church, in the community of faith, in
fellowship with our neighbor and even with the least of the
brethren, in all, we can encounter the Lord. As we grow and
walk daily with our Lord, there is a profound sense of repent-
ance and forgiveness, anticipation and rejoicing, falling and aris-
ing, over and over again. There is a constant effort necessary to
reach higher and deeper than before. This spiritual and physical
effort is rewarded by our Lord at the necessary and sometimes
unexpected moments in our lives. The time of Pascha is our op-
portunity for renewal and realignment of purpose. From the
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THE 2024 PITTSBURGH SUMMER GREEK FESTIVALS GUIDE

AT & a great traditton, and its here again: 35 days of Greek Festivals fn the Pirshurgh reglon,
5o plan well and you can ear Greek all summer! Post this schedule an your refrigerator and 3
' share copies with athers, We look forward (o seeing you!

,:'F LOCATION DATES
i | 11 5t. Nichelas (Pittsburgh/Oakland) ........cccorennnsniisensnen. May 12-18
. 0 All Saints (Canonsburg). ... veveevnsssmsescsnssss vessssmsensenss JUR@ 3=7
1 Holy Cross (Pittsburgh/Mt. Lebanen) ......oooieiiisennneens June 11-14
[0 Kimisis Tis Theotokou (AliQUIPPA) .........cerveesrvresenees. JUne 13-15
1 Holy Dormition (Qakmont) .........coessmmsnsrnnsssisensness June 28-30 q(

¢ [ 5t. Spyridon (Monessen)..........cocomereerimseesrrnissenserssmsaserenns JUlY 12
:(. | 0 Holy Trinity (Ambridge) ...........coccnninmsimmsrmssnnsssnmssmnnnns JUly 16-20
ﬁ* U Presentation of Christ/Ypapanti (East Pgh.).......ccouvenen July 18-20 | *,
' ‘ 1 Holy Trinity (Pittsburgh/North Hills)........ August 29-5eptember 1 '|

j[% SEE BELOW FOR FESTIVAL HOURS & HOST PARISH WEB SITES. CHECK FOR UPDATES.
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THE 2024 PITTSBURGH SUMMER GREEK FESTIVALS: ALL THE DETAILS

Don't cook tonight. o Greekl Please poss copies on to vour fnendsl Greek food 1 ahways engoyved best with good company

Parish Dates Address Phone Website Hours
Sainl Hichdlas May 1218 | 419 3. Diridge Sieel 1ZHE-3866 | vk SINickaPghorg Sun: 125-8p; ManFi:
Pitishufgh |Diskiand) MG S 155
A Sains Jwe3T | 601 West Mchlumay Fined TATASS05 | wewAlSaniChyory | MonFrt Hagp
Canrstury
Hihy Crines Jre 1114 | 123 Gikessn Road A1243-5355 | wiHoyCissPahon | Tue-The Hadp
Pittsbungh {M1. Lebanan) i 11a9p
Kiritis T Theickou | Juse 1345 | 211 Davidson Sieet TLATSEM1 | ween Thenbkow o ThueSat 11a8p
Alegigpa
ik Daimion Jre B30 | 12 Washingion Avenue NPAZAN4 | DomioePghorg | Fri-Gum: 1210
Dakeent Dinrer el B
Sainl Spyident iy 12 1207 Geand Boulevard TIAEB-S4T1 | slspyridon papparcheny | Fri Hadp
Merggien
Hy Tririty (Ambrictge) [ Juy 1620 | 2450 Besver Rasd TME-536 | winihigacar Tiee-Sat: 11 A0a-8:30p
Aebridge
Tpapai Jiy 1820 | 1672 oot e AZEM-01EE | Wi ypepant ned ThisSat 118p
(Prisestalers o Chidl) Eas Pillburgh
Hiy Triily (Pitsburgh) [August 28 | 985 Providence Boukscaid A0 |wwwHohTrinkPherg | TheSun: tadn
Sepleniber 1 | Piltshurgh [atross o Passavant Hespilal
Thiank i for enjeyiig oL greal Grsek ood and visting our churches. Wanl o als halp Iase porsemunilies Jesd, minisher Lo 8nd povide hesith gaie o he his-
ey nd ey of the Fil Dishiet and the Pitsburgh anea? Suppor e Meighier Fesdenoe Prajeet by vititng neghberhdeslience eng. a philerhiopic mrislry
i i s i e by & i B e achin-trienled and sl selufins o poverty-and-draunit-a%cted pommunties i the Pitlsburgh irea

This Ires: guids s pravide a3 & public sarvice of Holy Trindy Grask Orthadax Church (Fitisburgh). Online a1 HolyTrinityPgh. orgpitiaburgh-gesk-lesfrals- guise.
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Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church

123 Gilkeson Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15228
Crossroads, published monthly Volume 24 Issue 5
Under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and His Eminence Metropolitan SAVAS of Pittsburgh

The mission of Holy Cross is to keep and proclaim, pure and undefiled, the Orthodox Christian faith and
traditions in conformity with the doctrine, canons, worship, discipline and customs of the Church.

Fr. Michael Kallaur, Presiding Priest

Fr. Daniel Korba, Presbyter
Dn. Frank Dickos, Deacon

Elias Diamond, Pastoral Assistant
Nena Jovonovich, Secretary

Website holycrosspgh.org

*Services:
Sundays: 8:15am Orthros

9:30 am Divine Liturgy
Mondays:  6:30pm Paraclesis

\Wednesdays:7 pm Bible Study andria Zoom

Office (412) 833-3355 FAX (412) 8333357
Community Center Phone:(412) 858001
Office Hours Monday-Friday 9am5pm

Weekdays:  8:30am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy
Saturdays: Vespers 5pm

Organi zations & Commi't

*S%eem%nthly calendar for all services.

Church School Elias Diamond

Philoptochos Pres. Thea Manos
Phil. Membership  Adrienne Dickos

(412) 838355

(412) 608640
(412) 8331980

Circle of Angels Carol Halkias (412) 276002
Christine Peters  (724) 693290
Dina Hartlep (412) 72383

Stacie Metrose
Didra Kirschner ~ (412) 562892
Dena Yamalis (412) 348355
Kristina Gzikowski (412) 2556015
Georgia Yamalis (412) 728259

Garden of Love (412) 83%164
Greek School
Junior Dance
Senior Dance

Choir
First Steps Sophia Alfardslelainis(412) 2583209
JOoy Elias Diamond (412)413427
Young Adults Elias Diamond (412)413427
GOYA Denise Melis (412) 340264
Golden Club Cynthia Kostelnik (412)8339423
Rene Koett (412)83%3142
Bookstore Mary Portellos (724) 948699

House Committee
Building Comm.
Sts. Mary & Martha Adrienne Dickos

Konrad Mayr (412) 8747780
Michael N. Zervos (412) 833843
(412) 8331980

Pari sh Coun

Constance Zot
Ni chol asViTecé pR
Mar k Hummel ,
ck
Rachel Kart o-
Christopher
Ant hony Cu
Frank Kalo
George Lia
Sophia Mili.
Tom Mourt ac
Jim Mustak
Jordan Ni cH
Anni e Ur sg
Stephen Yan

N i

C i

i
I dee
T

AmbBieharodiiasl,

na |

Interior Design Eva Elderkin
Committee

(412) 964479

Funeral/Memorial informatidse of
the Community Center is available

Coffee Hofallowshijis an extension of o
Divine Liturgy! Please gather with family
koumbari or friends to sponsor/prepare ¢
Sunday. See the calendar on website fg
dates, and call the? 2c?hurch office to confir

W

parishioner funeral lunches at no
charge. Parishioners may contact

for

hny

caterer they choose to
purchase and prepa
theirMakarigMercy

Meal). FEollyvayou
may bring your own
contact Denise Meli
directly (412) -32b4.

MAY 2024


mailto:holycrosspit@mail.goarch.org

earliest times, the Church has held the Feast of Feasts, the Resur
rection of our Lord, at the center of all that She proclaims. The
paschal greeting speaks to the core of our Faith and is an apos-
tolic message. Let us embrace one another and let us cry out

Chri st iI's ri sen!

Cri stoV Anest h!
Xristos Voskrese! Voistinu Voskrese!

With love in the Risen Lord,
Fr. Michael
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On Repentance by Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

The term "repentance" scares many people because selfeflection
has become undesirable, i f not ir
want to see their own flaws and shortcomings. They prefer to be
praised by everyone, honored in every circumstance. Hiding inside all
people are illusions about themselves that they don't want to break.
People convince themselves that pride provides psychological comfort,
and in their stubbornness, they believe in their own goodness and that
they don't make mistakes. They justify themselves by blaming others.
Their attitude is, "They are the ones who are wrong," or at best, "I'm not
the one who started it." They tell themselves, "I had to protect myself
and put an end to their evil!" This is how people avoid self-criticism, al-
lowing their flaws to grow deep within, escaping settings that speak
about repentance or blocking their ears to such talk.

Moreover, many wrongly believe that repentance means regret, sor-
row, and sadness in their quest for joy and happiness. Why would they
then accept something that spoils their happiness? Why would they
demand more burdens for themselves? Repentance, in their minds, is
associated with misconceptions influenced by distorted upbringings,
plus erroneous teachings and spirituality that are particularly evident
in medieval Western Christian literature, which has spread its culture
everywhere. The Christian West knows a form of repentance that is
distorted, exaggerated and rigid. Thus, repentance became a horrible
punishment founded on penances, depression, fear, and submission of
the flesh to suffering and contempt.

In Orthodox theology, however, repentance signifies a new birth, a
spiritual cleansing from within. It is a continuous self -correction, a per-
petual awareness of not persisting in sin and error, a continuous rise
from every fall, and a constant striving to what is better. It is a state of
yearning not to be distanced from God, our beloved.

We embark on the path of repentance when realizing we are lost,
estranged from our fatherly home. This is clearly illustrated in the para-
ble of the Prodigal Son. When the rebellious son lost all his wealth and
fell into bad company, poverty and destitution, he came back to himself
and remembered his father's house, longing for the dignity and honor
he had with his father. The world with all its pleasures is captivating,
promising a sought-after happiness that is in fact ephemeral, deceptive,
and shallow. The joy of this world fades quickly in the face of any diffi-
culty or distress.

However, the hardness of the human heart gwhich stems from
yearning for happiness that is ignorant of the joy of living with God ¢
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pushes us to sin again and seek a false consolation, instead of cultivating
intimacy with God and the sweetness of His companionship. People, in
general, tend to be more concerned with what is tangible and percepti-
ble. However, God, the alkmerciful, allows us to face numerous trials to
realize our delusion, granting us the possibility to liberate ourselves

from it so that we may know our true home, just as the Prodigal Son did.

Unless one experiences the humiliation of being away from home
and the absence of peace for which he longs because of his sin, he will
not return to his Father's house. Additionally, he will not experience the
joy and richness of repentance.

The Apostle Paul defines Christian repentance as follows: "Forgetting
what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead" (Philippians
3:13). The Orthodox Church focuses, in its teaching about repentance, on
the two aspects: forgetting and reaching forward. The Church moves us
beyond sin and toward virtues. Perhaps the most beautiful description
of repentance came from Saint John Climacus: "It is exchanging one love
for another: exchanging the love of earthly things for the love of heav-
enly things." Therefore, we often notice that those who have known
God after living far from Him have experienced deep repentance, a
depth that those who are like the "elder son" inside the house in the gos-
pel parable do not usually enjoy.

But can we forget what lies behind if we do not understand it or
know any better? Hence, self-reflection (coming back to ourselves) and
self-examination are the first steps in our journey of repentance. When
taking these steps become constant, they generate continuous spiritual
alertness and heightened awareness, allowing us to sense the negative
effects of our sins whether in word, deed or thought. At that moment,
we rush to discard them, replacing them with their virtuous counter-
parts.

This is how we ascend to true life. The life of repentance moves us up
the ladder of divine ascent step by step, until we reach the fullness and
abundance of life in Christ. Repentance is not an independent act with
its own time frame, requirements and completion. No, it is a journey of
life, or if you will, a lifestyle, sometimes requiring concentration on a
specific aspect. However, it does not stop there, nor does it ever end. It is
a life of wakeful, conscious, peaceful vigilance, aware of its reality, for-
ever aspiring to transcend it. It is a life open to God, to people, to spiritual
energies, and to deified humanity. It is a life not content with reality but
continually elevates it. It is constantly ascending until it reaches the
stature of Christ. The model for those who live a life of repentance is the
following verse from the Apostle Paul: "I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me" (Philippians 4:13)
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