
 

 Sunday, December 8, 2024    

 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 2:14-22 
Brethren, Christ is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken 
down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law of com-
mandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in 
place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one 
body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end. And he came 
and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near; for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then 
you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in 
whom the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord; in whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit. 

Gospel According to Luke 13:10-17 
At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 
And there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she 
was bent over and could not fully straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, 
he called her and said to her, "Woman, you are freed from your infirmity." And 
he laid his hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she 
praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had 
healed on the sabbath, said to the people, "There are six days on which work 
ought to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the sabbath 
day." Then the Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Does not each of you on 
the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to 
water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan 
bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?" As 
he said this, all his adversaries were put to shame; and all the people rejoiced 
at all the glorious things that were done by him.  

Memorials:    †John Macrinos     40 days (Denise Melis’ Godfather) 

  †George Thiros     1 year 
  †Connie Carahalis    2 years  
  †Emmanuel Kusturiss  7 years (Dennis’ father) 

  †Mary Beth Kusturiss  9 years  
  †Marion Elizabeth Kusturiss 17 years (Dennis’ mother) 

  †Zannetos Takos    23 years 
  †Magdalene Takos    37 years 
  †Athena Diamond   51 years 
  †Sam Gidas     60 years 
  †Alexander Stolar   newly departed (son of Magdeline Bakopoulos,  
         and grandson of George and Sophia Bakopoulos) 

  †Patrick Charbonneau  9 day prayers (brother of Denise Charbonneau) 
 

Altar flowers are sponsored in loving memory of George Thiros by his family. 
 

THIS WEEK: 

Monday, December 9 6:30pm  Paraclesis  
Tuesday, December 10 7pm Parish Council Seminar  

ednesday, December 11 

6:45pm GOYA Basketball        
   

Thursday, December 12 St. Spyridon @Monessen 
   9am Orthros/10am Divine Liturgy 

   
 

Friday, December 13  St. Herman of Alaska  
   8:30am Orthros/9:30am Divine Liturgy 

    
, December 14   5pm Vespers 

Thank you to ALL the volunteers who helped make our delicious Christ-
mas bread on Thursday, December 5

th
. 

 

Philoptochos Christmas bread, $12 a loaf, plain or with sesame seeds, will 
be sold  TODAY, Sunday, December 8 in the narthex and community cen-
ter after Divine Liturgy.  Cash or checks payable to Holy Cross Philopto-
chos.  The Christmas bread will be sold next Sunday, December 15, if 
available.  Thank you for supporting your Philoptochos in its philanthropic 
endeavors.  ~Elaine Sofis, esofis@comcast.net  or cell 412 327-7017 

mailto:esofis@comcast.net


TODAY Sunday, December 8th we will be having our Greek 

Dance Kick-off during coffee hour! We will share practice 

schedules, have food, and do some dancing to get in the 

spirit for the year. Please join us. Use  the QR code to sign 

up if you haven't already!  

Attention High School Seniors and Parents: The application for the 
Popi Hagelios Memorial Philanthropy Award of the Philoptochos So-
ciety of Holy Cross Church is now available in the narthex, Elaine So-
fis, esofis@comcast.net  or Denise Melis, dmelis@comcast.net, electron-
ically. The application is due by March 16, 2025. The award is available 
to a PLEDGED 2025 Holy Cross family member who is a 2025 graduat-
ing high school senior. A similar application is available from Mt. Lebanon 
High School. You may apply to both philanthropy awards, but will only be 
eligible for one $1,500 award. 

We are extremely grateful for the outpouring of love and support for our  

Holy Cross Iconography project!  
Thank you to the many who have pledged partial and full support to the icons. All of our efforts 

today are in preparation for this tremendous project to take place in July 2025.  
 

We prayerfully ask you to consider supporting this project and creating a legacy for your family. 
No gift is considered small and can be fulfilled over three years (2024, 2025 & 2026).  
 

May you and your family be blessed for what you can offer this project. All donation amounts are 
appreciated and can be contributed to the overall project or join with others for a specific icon.  
 

Icons still available include: 
 

The Four Evangelists:  St. Mark* 
 

The Old Testament symbols for each evangelist:   
Eagle, Ox, Lion, Young Man 
 

Saints: 
St. Haralambos 
St. Andrew of Crete 
St. Cyril of Alexandria 
St. Gerasimos of Abydos* 
St. Nicholas Velimirovich 
St. Innocent of Alaska 
St. Raphael of Brooklyn 
 

Large Icons:  Pentecost 
 

*"Some icons listed may already have a partial 
donor, and your commitment may help complete 

that one." 

Please contact Vasso Paliouras at  
vassopaliouras@gmail.com  

or 412-606-4314 with any  
questions or specific requests. 
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