Christ is in our midst!
He is and shall always be!

“Blessed are You O Christ our God! Who has revealed the fish-
ermen as most wise, by sending down upon them the Holy Spirit.
And through them You drew the world into Your net. O Merciful
One, Glory to You!” (Apolytikion for the Feast of Pentecost)

“Without the Holy Spirit, God is far away, Christ remains in the
past, the Gospel is a dead letter, the Church is simply an organiza-
tion, authority is a matter of domination, mission is a matter of
propaganda, the Liturgy is no more than evocation, and Christian
living is a slave of morality.

But IN the Holy Spirit the Cosmos is resurrected and groans
with birth pangs of the kingdom. The Risen Lord reigns there.
The Gospel is the power of life. The Church show forth the life of
the Holy Trinity. Authority is a liberating service. Mission is a
Pentecost. The Liturgy is both memorial and anticipation. Human
action is deified.”

These words from the former Patriarch Ignatius IV of Antioch
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THE 2025 PITTSBURGH SUMMER GREEK FESTIVALS GUIDE
XTI

OGN Q) 15 a great tradition, and its here again: 36 days of Greek Festivals in the Pittsburgh region,
so plan well and you can eat Greek all summer! Post this schedule on your refrigerator and

6\

share copies with others. We look forward to seeing you!

LOCATION

DATES

(1 St. Nicholas (Pittsburgh/Oakland) ............cccoevrveneneene... May 4-10
[ All Saints (Canonsburg)........coceveveevirinreesisiireesisnnneenen, June 2-6
(J Holy Cross (Pittsburgh/Mt. Lebanon) .........cocevvvverinnene
(1 Kimisis Tis Theotokou (Aliquippa)

(1 St. Spyridon (Monessen) .......c.cecvverrernrensrinenisiensnenenn July 11
(1 Holy Trinity (Ambridge) ......cocovevevvnevninicncninneennn July 15-19
[ Presentation of Christ/Ypapanti (East Pgh.)..................July 24-26
(1 Holy Trinity (Pittsburgh/North Hills)................ weren August 28-31

.. June 9-13
June 12-14
(1 Holy Dormition (Oakmont) ...........cecervrverurerisernenennn. June 27-29

SEE BELOW FOR FESTIVAL HOURS & HOST PARISH WEB SITES. CHECK FOR UPDATES.

THE 2025 PITTSBURGH SUMMER GREEK FESTIVALS: ALL THE DETAILS

Don't cook tonight..go Greekl Please pass coples on to your friends| Greek food 1s always enjoved best with good companyl

Parish Dates Address Phone Website Hours
Saint Nicholas May 4-10 419 8. Dithridge Street 412-682-3866 | www.StNicksPgh.org Sun: 12p-8p; Mon-Fri:
Pittsburgh (Oakland) 11a-9p; Sat: 1p-9p
All Saints June 2-6 601 West McMurray Road 724-745-5205 | www.AllSaintsChg.org Mon-Fri: 11a-9p
Canonsburg
Holy Cross June 9-13 123 Gilkeson Road 412-833-3355 | www.HolyCrossPgh.org Mon-Thu: 11a-9p, Dinner
Pittsburgh (Mt. Lebanon) until 8p; Fri: 11a-10p,
Dinner until 9p
Kimisis Tis Theotokou | June 12-14 [ 2111 Davidson Street 724-375-5341 | www.Theotokou.org Thu-Sat: 11a-8p
Aliquippa
Holy Dormition June 27-29 | 12 Washington Avenue 412-828-4144 | www.DormitionPgh.org Fri-Sun: 12p-11p
Oakmont Dinner until 9pm
Saint Spyridon July 11 1207 Grand Boulevard 724-684-5411 | stspyridon.pa.goarch.org | Fri: 11a-9p
Monessen
Holy Trinity (Ambridge) | July 15-19 2930 Beaver Road 724-266-5336 | www.htgoc.org Tue-Sat: 11:30a-8:30p
Ambridge
Ypapanti July 24-26 1672 Electric Avenue 412-824-9188 | www.ypapanti.net Thu-Sat: 11a-9p
(Presentation of Christ) East Pittsburgh
Holy Trinity (Pittsburgh) [August 28-31 | 985 Providence Boulevard 412-366-8700 | www.HolyTrinityPgh.org Thu-Sun: 11a-9p
Pittsburgh (across from Passavant Hospital)
Thank you for enjoying our great Greek food and visiting our churches. Want to also help these communities feed, minister to and provide health care for the hun-
gry and needy of the Hill District and the Pittsburgh area? Support the Neighbor Resilience Project by visiting neighborhoodresilience.org, a philanthropic ministry
united in faith and joined by a desire to provide action-oriented and sustainable solutions for poverty-and-trauma-affected communities in the Pittsburgh area.

This free guide is provided as a public service of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church (Pittsburgh). Online at HolyTrinityPgh.org/pittsburgh-greek-festivals-guide.
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Bryan Elderkin
George Liadis
Eleni Maneta
Sophia Milinkovic
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(+2012) give us great pause. The Holy Spirit enlivens, sanctifies,
purifies, unites, and transcends time and space. How is it that
we worship God in spirit and in truth? Through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Whether we are in Mt. Lebanon, in Jerusalem,
on Mt. Siani, or wherever we might find ourselves, we are never
cut off from the Holy Spirit and through the Holy Spirit we are
united with Jesus and His Father - who is everywhere present
and filling all things.

Having completed another Paschal Season we are now called
upon to live our lives in the Light of the Resurrected Christ.
Death is not a finality, rather a path to the kingdom of God. Je-
sus has blazed the trail and conquered death by death. God has
consecrated us in Holy Baptism (our first death) and sealed us
with Gift of the Holy Spirit through the anointing of Holy
Chrism (our first Pentecost). This consecration does not fade
away. It may lay dormant, and we may even desecrate our-
selves and turn away from God, however, that seal of the Holy
Spirit is never removed. We belong to Christ no matter how far
we may stray.

Our calling is nothing short of uniting ourselves to God - dei-
fication. We become the saints (those who are set apart) God
calls us to be, to bring His love and service into action. “Love
one another, as I have loved you.” (Jn.13:34). This new com-
mandment given at the Mystical Supper where Jesus washes the
feet of His disciples and reveals to them the mystery of the Holy
Eucharist, is both the goal and the journey. The Bread of Life
that sustains us, purifies us, and strengthens us for the journey
that God has given us. We seek to unite ourselves to God
through loving our neighbor and acquiring the grace of the Holy
Spirit by literally taking Christ into our souls and bodies. We
unite ourselves to Christ. This necessarily means pushing away
those things that are not helpful in our quest to be united with
God. Confession is also an essential sacrament in this process of
deification. We must cut away and fight against the temptations
of the “old man.” Those things which prevent us from making
spiritual progress and being united to Christ. We must never




surrender to hopelessness or the thought that God cannot lift us
up from current situation, no matter how dark it may seem. It is
my prayer that as we continue our journey of Faith that we will
not only help one another but place the needs of brothers and
sisters above our own. May God help us achieve such a blessed
state of love and humility.

Regarding the Iconography project, we rejoice that
all the necessary aspects of the project are coming to-
gether. After Sunday - June 15" (Father’s Day), all ser-
vices will be held in the Community Center. We are
very grateful for everyone’s generosity and prayers
throughout this transformation of our Holy Church.

With love and prayers in Christ,
Fr. Michael

The Holy Glorious and
All-Praised Leaders of the Apostles, Peter and Paul

Sermon of Saint Augustine, Bishop of Hippo

Today the Holy Church piously remembers the sufferings of the
Holy Glorious and All-Praised Apostles Peter and Paul.

Saint Peter, the fervent follower of Jesus Christ, for the profound
confession of His Divinity: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living
God,” was deemed worthy by the Savior to hear in answer, “Blessed art
thou, Simon ... I tell thee, that thou art
Peter [Petrus], and on this stone [petra]
I build My Church” (Mt.16:16-18). On
“this stone” [petra], is on that which
thou sayest: “Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the Living God” it is on this thy
confession I build My Church. Where-
fore the “thou art Peter”: it is from the
“stone” [petra] that Peter [Petrus] is,
and not from Peter [Petrus] that the
“stone” [petra] is, just as the Christian
is from Christ, and not Christ from the
Christian. Do you want to know, from
what sort of “rock” [petra] the Apostle
Peter [Petrus] was named? Hear the
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Apostle Paul: “Brethren, I do not want ye to be ignorant,” says the
Apostle of Christ, “how all our fathers were all under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea; and all were baptized unto Moses in the cloud
and in the sea; and did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank
of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ” (1
Cor.10: 1-4)....

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the final days of His earthly life, in the
days of His mission to the race of man, chose from among the disciples
His twelve Apostles to preach the Word of God. Among them, the
Apostle Peter for his fiery ardor was vouchsafed to occupy the first
place (Mt.10:2) and to be as it were the representative person for all the
Church. Therefore it is said to him, preferentially, after the confession:
“I will give unto thee the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: and whatso-
ever thou shalt bind on earth, shall be bound in the heaven: and whatso-
ever thou shalt loose on earth: shall be loosed in heaven” (Mt.16: 19).
Therefore it was not one man, but rather the One Universal Church,
that received these “keys” and the right “to bind and loosen.” And that
it was actually the Church that received this right, and not exclusively a
single person, turn your attention to another place of the Scriptures,
where the same Lord says to all His Apostles, “Receive ye the Holy
Spirit” and further after this, “Whose soever sins ye remit, they are re-
mitted unto them: and whose soever sins ye retain, are retained” (John
20: 22-23); or: “whatsoever ye bind upon the earth, shall be bound in
Heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, shall be loosened in
heaven” (Mt.18:18). Thus, it is the Church that binds, the Church that
loosens; the Church, built upon the foundational cornerstone, Jesus
Christ Himself (Eph 2:20), doth bind and loosen. Let both the binding
and the loosening be feared: the loosening, in order not to fall under
this again; the binding, in order not to remain forever in this condition.
Therefore “Iniquities ensnare a man, and everyone is bound in the
chains of his own sins,” says Wisdom (Prov 5:22); and except for Holy
Church nowhere is it possible to receive the loosening.

After His Resurrection the Lord entrusted the Apostle Peter to
shepherd His spiritual flock not because, that among the disciples only
Peter alone was pre-deserved to shepherd the flock of Christ, but Christ
addresses Himself chiefly to Peter because, that Peter was first among
the Apostles and as such the representative of the Church; besides
which, having turned in this instance to Peter alone, as to the top Apos-
tle, Christ by this confirms the unity of the Church. “Simon of John” --
says the Lord to Peter -- “lovest thou Me?” -- and the Apostle an-
swered: “Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee”; and a second time
it was thus asked, and a second time he thus answered; being asked a
third time, seeing that as it were not believed, he was saddened. But




how is it possible for him not to believe That One, Who knew his
heart? And wherefore then Peter answered: “Lord, Thou knowest all;
Thou knowest that I love Thee.” “And sayeth Jesus to him” all three
times “Feed My sheep” (John 20:15-17).

Besides this, the triple appealing of the Savior to Peter and the triple
confession of Peter before the Lord had a particular beneficial purpose
for the Apostle. That one, to whom was given “the keys of the king-
dom” and the right “to bind and to loose,” bound himself thrice by fear
and cowardice (Mt.26:69-75), and the Lord thrice loosens him by His
appeal and in turn by his confession of strong love. And to shepherd
literally the flock of Christ was acquired by all the Apostles and their
successors. “Take heed, therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock,”
the Apostle Paul urges church presbyters, “over which the Holy Spirit
hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which He hath
purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28); and the Apostle Peter to
the elders: “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the over-
sight thereof not by constraint, but willingly: not for filthy lucre, but of
a ready mind: neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ex-
amples to the flock. And when is appeared the Prince of pastors, ye will
receive unfading crowns of glory” (1 Pet. 5:2-4).

It is remarkable that Christ, having said to Peter: “Feed My sheep,”
did not say: “Feed thy sheep,” but rather to feed, good servant, the
sheep of the Lord. “Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or
were ye baptized in the name of Paul?” (1 Cor.1:13). “Feed My sheep”.
Wherefore “wolfish robbers, wolfish oppressors, deceitful teachers and
mercenaries, not being concerned about the flock” (Mt.7:15; Acts
20:29; 2 Pet 2:1; John 10:12), having plundered a strange flock and
making of the spoils as though it be of their own particular gain, they
think that they feed their flock. Such are not good pastors, as pastors of
the Lord. “The good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep” (John
10:11), entrusted to Him by the chief Shepherd Himself (1 Pet 5:4).
And the Apostle Peter, true to his calling, gave his soul for the very
flock of Christ, having sealed his apostleship by a martyr’s death, is
now glorified throughout all the world.

The Apostle Paul, formerly Saul, was changed from a robbing wolf
into a meek lamb. Formerly he was an enemy of the Church, then is
manifest as an Apostle. Formerly he stalked it, then preached it. Having
received from the high priests the authority at large to throw all Chris-
tians in chains for execution, he was already on the way, he breathed
out “threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord” (Acts
9:1), he thirsted for blood, but “He that dwells in the Heavens shall
laugh him to scorn” (Ps 2:4). When he, “having persecuted and vexed”
in such manner “the Church of God” (1Cor.15:9; Acts 8:5), he came
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near Damascus, and the Lord from Heaven called to him: “Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thou Me?” and [ am here, and I am there, [ am every-
where: here is My head; there is My body. There becomes nothing of a
surprise in this; we ourselves are members of the Body of Christ. “Saul,
Saul, why persecutest thou Me; it is hard for thee to kick against the
goad” (Acts 9:4-5). Saul, however, “trembling and frightened”, cried
out: “Who art Thou, Lord?”” The Lord answered him, “I am Jesus
Whom thou persecutest.”

And Saul suddenly undergoes a change: “What wantest Thou me to
do?” -- he cries out. And suddenly for him there is the Voice: “Arise,
and go to the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do” (Acts
9:6). Here the Lord sends Ananias: “Arise and go into the street” to a
man, “by the name of Saul,” and baptize him, “for this one is a chosen
vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and
the children of Israel” (Acts 9: 11, 15, 18). This vessel must be filled
with My Grace. “Ananias, however, answered: Lord, I have heard from
many about this man, how much evil he hath done to Thy saints in Je-
rusalem: and here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all
who call on Thy Name” (Acts 9:13-14). But the Lord urgently com-
mands Ananias: “Search for and fetch him, for this vessel is chosen by
Me: for I shall show him what great things he must suffer for My
name’s sake” (Acts 9:11, 15-16).

And actually the Lord did show the Apostle Paul what things he had
to suffer for His Name. He instructed him the deeds; He did not stop at
the chains, the fetters, the prisons and shipwrecks; He Himself felt for
him in his sufferings, He Himself guided him towards this day. On a
single day the memory of the sufferings of both these Apostles is cele-
brated, though they suffered on separate days, but by the spirit and the
closeness of their suffering they constitute one. Peter went first, and
Paul followed soon after him. Formerly called Saul, and then Paul, hav-
ing transformed his pride into humility. His very name (Paulus), mean-
ing “small, little, less,” demonstrates this. What is the Apostle Paul af-
ter this? Ask him, and he himself gives answer to this: “I am,” says he,
“the least of the Apostles... but I have labored more abundantly than all
of them: yet not I, but the grace of God, which was with me” (1
Cor.15:9-10).

And so, brethren, celebrating now the memory of the holy Apostles
Peter and Paul, remembering their venerable sufferings, we esteem
their true faith and holy life, we esteem the innocence of their suffer-
ings and pure confession. Loving in them the sublime quality and imi-
tating them by great exploits, “in which to be likened to them” (2 Thess
3:5-9), and we shall attain to that eternal bliss which is prepared for all
the saints. The path of our life before was more grievous, thornier,
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harder, but “we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of wit-
nesses” (Heb 12: 1), having passed by along it, made now for us easier,
and lighter, and more readily passable. First there passed along it “the
author and finisher of our faith,” our Lord Jesus Christ Himself (Heb
12: 2); His daring Apostles followed after Him; then the martyrs, chil-
dren, women, virgins and a great multitude of witnesses. Who acted in
them and helped them on this path? He Who said, “Without Me ye can
do nothing” (John 15:5).

&

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen. Today the Church sets before us the Feast of Saints
Peter and Paul: the two mighty pillars of the Church; St. Peter,
the Apostle to the Jewish Nation, and St. Paul, the Apostle to the
Gentiles. When we venerate the icon for this feast, we often see
Peter and Paul embracing one another in fraternal (brotherly)
love. They both certainly were different people with different
temperaments. They both ministered to two mutually opposed
groups of people (the Jews and the Gentiles, i.e., the rest of the
world.) And they both certainly had their differences, recalling
when, to use St. Paul’'s words, he (Paul) at one time
even withstood (or opposed) Peter to his face, for he was to be
blamed (Galatians 2:11.)

In spite of this apparent tension, however, we see today with-
in this feast an example of how we are to live with each other in
the Church. Certainly, as people from all walks of life, we will
have differences. We are all different people with different
needs. However, today’s feast shows us that the Church is first
and foremost a place where God'’s love reigns (as the Lord said,
the world will know us by the love we have one for another.) It
is this love from God that enables us to overcome our interper-
sonal difficulties and it is this love that reminds us that with God
all things are possible, and hence, when Christ commands us to
“love our enemies” it is with the full knowledge that it is His
love and grace that will empower us to do so. God doesn’t ask
us to “like” our neighbors and enemies, He commands us to
“love” our neighbors and our enemies, a task which is far greater
and is not predicated on how we feel but it is a choice: it is a con-
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scious decision on our part to will the highest good for everyone
we come into contact with. Love is therefore a choice. It is how
we choose to act/respond.

The great Saints Peter and Paul exemplify to us that even if
we are different and even if we have disagreements, we can still
live and work together in the Church and we can find reconcilia-
tion one to another through God'’s grace and love, that is, if we
are willing. Often times the only thing that stands in the way of
us being truly reconciled one to another is a conscious choice to
be humble and to say with heartfelt meaning to those who of-
fend us the two words that literally BURN the devil: “Forgive
me.”

Today’s feast also reminds us that we cannot live our Chris-
tian life alone. Peter was one arm of the Body of Christ and Paul
the other, both of which the Lord used to build a foundation
which stands rock solid to this very day. They were like the Sun
and the Moon, providing the light for the Church day by day,
for almost two millennia. Enough can not be said concerning the
two greatest Apostles that the Church and the world has ever
known. And yet, they both had been exceedingly humbled by
circumstances in their lives and thereby also became two great
examples of repentance.

St. Peter denied the Lord not once, but three times. The
Church has always considered apostasy and denial of our Savior
Jesus Christ to be an offense of incalculable magnitude. Howev-
er, Peter by his sincere repentance, was re-instated after the
Lord’s Resurrection and was empowered with the Holy Spirit.
The once fearful disciple became a Light to the world and even
died for his faith around the year 67 A.D.

We recall that St. Paul persecuted and even killed Christians
before he received His call from on high, when he saw the Lord
in the blinding light that darkened his eyes but enlightened his
soul. Both of these teachers and luminaries had two essential
wings by which they flew to heaven: the first, the life giving re-
pentance for their past sins. And second, the real contact they
had with the Savior and Lord Jesus Christ which gave them a
life giving faith in His True Divinity.
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The great Elder, Fr. Sophrony of Essex, explains to us that re-
al “Life giving faith consists in an unquestioning belief in Christ
as God. Only when Christ is accepted as perfect God and perfect
Man does the plentitude of spiritual experience described by the
Apostles and Fathers become possible. Christ, having linked
God and man inseparably in Himself, is the one and only solu-
tion of the apparently insoluble conflict [of evil in the world]. He
is in truth the Savior of the world (John 4.42.) He is the sole way to
the Father. He is the sun which illumines the universe. Only in
His light can the way be seen.” (His Life is Mine, pg. 50.)

In the Gospel today (Matthew 16), the Lord asks Peter, Whom
do you say that I am?” Peter answers Him, Thou art THE Christ, the
Son of the Living God. The Lord then responds to him, Flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you but rather my Father who is in Heav-
en. It is God Himself who must reveal the Truth to us. We cannot
rationalize our way into the Truth about God. Thinking about
the truth will often times result in speculations, each person
coming up with varying and different conclusions. Likewise,
heavenly, divine things which the eye has not seen nor the ear ever
heard nor have never entered into the heart of man (1 Cor. 2) must be
revealed by the Holy Spirit Who has always abode in Heaven
with the Father and the Son. It cannot be otherwise.

However, it is this life giving faith in the truth of the Gospel
message, that the Lord Jesus Christ is God from God, the Eternal
Word of God in the flesh, it is this truth that not only brought St.
Peter and St. Paul to repentance but also turned them into lumi-
nous stars for the universe and teachers for all the nations of the
world. It is this faith that Christ is God that has immortalized
and engraved their names and lives on the sands of time forever.
“With what beauties of song then shall we hymn Peter and Paul?
They are the wings of divine knowledge who soared above the
ends of the earth and were upborne to the heavens, they are the
hands of the grace of the Gospel, the rivers of wisdom, the arms
of the Cross... they are the dreadful swords of the Spirit, the
splendid adornments of Rome, the nurturers of the whole world,
the noetic and divinely graven tablets of the new covenant,
whom Christ, Who hath great mercy, proclaimed in Sion.” (Lord
I Call Stichera, Vesperal Hymns) “We magnify you, O apostles of
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Christ, who enlightened the whole world with your teachings,
and led all the ends of the earth unto Christ.” (Magnification,
Matins.) Wherefore, beseech Him, O Apostles, in our behalf that
our souls may find grace and mercy here and in the world to
come. Let us therefore all strive to imitate their repentance and
also their life giving faith, which will enable us to conquer the
world as well. May we see in their relationship our own recon-
ciliation with one another in the Church: knowing that it is al-
ways possible through Gods grace to walk hand in hand even if
we don’t always see eye to eye, so that united by the love of
God, we will be able to proclaim with one voice the Life Giving
Trinity: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, to Whom be glo-
ry forever and ever. Amen.

Archimandrite Sergius (Bowyer)

The Monastery of St. Tikhon of Zadonsk

7/12/2020
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Graduate Recognition ~ Sunday, June 1

Graduating High School & College Seniors
(post graduate degree earners as well) will be recognized by
the Parish.

Please send information to the Church Office:
holycrosspittsburgh@gmail.com

Information to submit
~Name of Graduate and their parents
~Name of school graduating from
(High School/College)
~What he/she intends to study or degree earned
~Where he/she plans to further their education or fu-
ture employment plans

Please submit (email) a photo as welll

-
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;‘; Parishioners are invited to join the 7‘;
* Landscaping Committee on an outing to 7‘\
the Mt. Lebanon Library Garden Tour on

Sunday, June 22 after Divine Liturgy.
* We will meet at Coffee Hour at 12 noon 7‘\
and share rides.

* Everyone should purchase their own 7‘\
ticket through the Mt. Lebanon Library

website: ‘
https://mtlebanonlibrary.org/658/Annual-Garden-Tour
7‘\ Tickets are $20 ahead/$25 at door if any 7‘:

IS tickets are left. &
**i**i**i**iﬁ



https://mtlebanonlibrary.org/658/Annual-Garden-Tour
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2025 Orthodox Christian
Vacation Church School

at Holy Cross
Bring your children to learn
God’s word at VCS!

This year’s theme is:

VCS is dedicated to teaching
our young children about Or-
thodox Christianity in a fun
and exciting atmosphere. It is
an extension of the Sunday
School experience hat can
greatly enhance a child’s sense of belonging to the church,
while providing our children with an opportunity to make life-
long friends in the church community.

Activities include daily skits illustrating lesson, brief classroom
instruction, religious music lessons, hands-on crafts relating to
lesson, recreation time, snack & social time.

***Note date change to JUNE**

Mowdiay, June23 Hhrv Friday Juve 27

frerm Qam~Voon
*Monday, June 23, children should arrive at 8:30 am

Welcoming all children age 3 years through entering 6th grade
High School students, parents, interested adults
are needed to volunteer.
Nominal registration fee of
$20 per student

Please register early so we can prepare nametags, snacks & crafts!
Make checks payable to Holy Cross VCS and send to:
123 Gilkeson Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15228
Should you need financial assistance, please contact
Fr. Michael Kallaur (Holy Cross) at (412) 833-3355



Orthodex Christian Vacation Church School at Holy Cross

2025 Registration Form ~ Please print.

Child’s First & Last Name Ageon | Grade Allergy information
July 30 | Entering (Food, Medicine,
ZFOaZHS Other)

Parent’s Name(s):

Home Phone:

Address:

Church Parish you belong to:

Mother's Cell Phone:

Father's Cell Phone:

Email address:

Emergency information, OTHER THAN parents
1st Emergency Contact:

Name Phone

2nd Emergency Contact:
Name Phone

Parental Consent:

I give my child(ren) listed above permission to participate in the Vacation
Church School held June 23-27, 2025. I understand that my child(ren) will
be responsible for obeying the rules and regulations of VCS as enforced
by the directors, teachers, and staff. I hereby release Holy Cross church,
its VCS teachers and staff from liability for the safety and/or conduct of
my child(ren). I also give permission for emergency medical care to be
administered to my child(ren) if necessary.

Signature of Parent Date

For administrative use:
Date Received Amt Rec’d/Check# Amt Rec’d/Cash
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Sunday of the Myrrhbearers May 4th, 2025

The severe thunderstorm last Tuesday brought with it much damage and
even loss of life in the Pittsburgh area. We were very blessed in that we were
only without power for twenty-five hours and suffered no damage or incon-
venience. Actually, that’s not quite true. Our phone and internet still has not
been restored, and since our home is also in a cellular dead spot, we’ve been
basically incommunicado for the past four days. But it’s been a blessing,
having spent more time reading, praying, and working in the yard. What
might have been a boring or frustrating few days instead became a delight,
and brought a quiet sense of focus to everyday life. Situations in life often
occur that are out of our control, but unexpectedly come together in even
more wonderful ways. And perhaps there is no better example of this than
this morning's gospel.

We know the story. Early Sunday morning, just before dawn, the Myrrh-
bearing women went to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus. Their main
concern was finding someone to roll back the large stone that covered the
tomb, far larger than they themselves could manage. But we seem to forget
how truly spontaneous this must have been. First of all, they certainly hadn't
planned for Jesus to be dead. They had no warning except perhaps from
Jesus Himself, but the Lord was known to speak in ways they did not un-
derstand, so perhaps this whole going to Jerusalem to die meant something
else. He had raised Lazarus, he had triumphantly entered Jerusalem, he had
silenced the debates of the key groups of authority within the Jewish com-
munity, and had what appeared to be a popular mandate. So when Jesus was
betrayed, brought to trial, condemned and crucified and buried all right be-
fore the Sabbath, there was no time. They were, after all, preparing to cele-
brate the Passover in Jerusalem. Their effort would have been directed
there, not towards funeral preparations.

In fact, they had little opportunity at all. We read the passage from Mark
almost casually:

And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might
go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week
they went to the tomb when the sun had risen.

Jesus had been buried very quickly, because at sunset, the Sabbath began,
and that particular Sabbath was a high day, implying it was the Passover it-
self. But on the Sabbath, no observant Jew works, it was the day of rest af-
ter all. And that was particularly true in Jerusalem. Which implies that the
Mytrrhbearers had to have planned their excursion on Saturday, but couldn't
actually do anything about it until the evening, when the markets would reo-
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pen, albeit briefly before everyone went to bed.

This was an action best described as impromptu. They certainly hadn't
planned for the death, and they couldn't actually do anything about it for
another entire day. They therefore made their arrangements in less than
twenty-four hours, and had a critical window of only a few hours that even-
ing to buy spices at the market before bedtime. Then they had to get up
early, to make it to the tomb. It was a good thing that two of them had seen
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus bury the body, otherwise, they would
also have had to discover where the body was; after all, Joseph and Nicode-
mus had gotten the body discreetly, and buried it without any fanfare, so as
not to draw attention to themselves. So the Myrrhbearers didn't just casually
prepare to go anoint the body, it was a serious effort on their part to make
all the necessary arrangements.

At this point, we can see how they might have forgotten what seems to
us hearing this passage as an obvious oversight; namely, the big rock cover-
ing the tomb. They had been so busy with the other details that they forgot
about a huge problem. You might even imagine them bickering about why
they forgot, and what they should do now. Yet they decided to go on, ra-
ther than go around finding someone to accomplish that critical task. To-
day, we would call that a crucial lack of planning. But we also know how the
story turned out, except we also seem to forget one thing: after all that ef-
fort and planning, the Myrrhbearers didn't actually accomplish what they set
out to do. They didn't anoint the body, because he body was no longer
there. And even if it was, it didn't need to be anointed. All that work for
"nothing!" They actually failed at their intended task. But that failure turned
out to be an even more wonderful victory, not just for them, but for the
whole universe as well.

My brothers and sisters, how much stress do we add to our lives by try-
ing to plan and control everything? We want our lives to be the intended
results of our efforts. When things don't go as planned, we get upset and
even angry as we desperately try to get things back on track. Yet to para-
phrase the words of the Prussian Field Marshal Helmuth Graf von Moltke:
"No plan ever survives first contact with the enemy." The point so beauti-
tully illustrated by the Myrrhbearers applies to us as well. It is a fine thing to
plan, but there will usually be something we forgot or some unexpected
complication. The point is to not stress about it. As a popular Christian
phrase goes, "Let go and let God." For we do not believe that the universe
runs on caprice, but has a higher plan of which we are a part. And even if
things do not turn out as we expect, and even seem to fail, that our God
has everything under His providence, and will ultimately unfold in wonder-
ful ways beyond our expectations. Christ is Risen! To Him be all Glory,
now and forever. Amen. ~Fr. Frank Dickos
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9:30am Divine Liturgy
IN CC

Sun Mon Tue

1 2 3
8:15am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy
R D = SUNDAY 6:30pm Paraclesis

- & 8pm VAL BasketYol
8 PENTECOST .?é\gonda(};:{}']theHolySpiﬁt 10

slam ros

2‘13503"‘ %f“}msl__t 8:45am Divine Liturgy | - L21-7pm

:50am Divine Liturgy _ HOLY CROSS
NO Memorials 1am-Fpm gREEK

HOLY CROSS :\.F\’ ESTIVAL
GREEK
FESTIVAL
Yol 16 17
8:]5am Orthros IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
9:30am Divine Liturgy C
: HURCH BUILDING CLOSED
FATHER'S DAY |fosmssasasmsossmsossessmsos s
6:30pm Paraclesis 7pm Parish Counci

22 23 V]
8:]5am orthros -------------------------------------------------------------

“NCS Please arvive first day

29 Sts Peter & Paul

8:15am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy
IN CC

30 Holy Apostles
8:30am Orthros

9:30am Divine Liturgy

6:30pm Paraclesis
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L 2
Wed Thu Fri Sat
4 5 6 7 Saturday of Souls
8:15am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy
7PM BIBLE STUDY |7PM CATECHISM
CLass spm Great Vespers
1 » 3 H“
1lam-9pm 11am-9pm 11am-10pm
HOLY CROSS HOLY CROSS HOLY CROSS
GREEK GREEK | GREEK
SFESTIVAL | SFESTIVAL| FESTIVAL
spm Great Vespers
18 19 20 21

5pm GOYA Closing |7, .

Picnic in CC pm CSMeehns spm Great Vespers

25 26 27 28

............... 90") _NOOHdGI| Yg[ spm Great Vespers
INCC
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:CHURCH BuiLbpING CLOSED

FOR ENTIRE MONTH OF JULY

fALL SERVICES IN COMMUNITY CENTER: :
:DIVINE LITURGY, PARACLESIS AND GREAT VESPERS :

6 7 8
8:15am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy
6:30pm Paraclesis
3 H“ 15
8:15am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy
6:30pm Paraclesis
20 21 22 Sts. Mary Magdaline &

8:15am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy

Markella of Chios
8:30am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy

8:15am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy

8:30am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy

6:30pm Paraclesis

YAL Cookout
@Diamond Residence | 6:30pm Paraclesis
29 28 St Irene Chrysovalantou| 29
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L 4
Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4 Independence |5
b)ay
\\\* ‘l’ //,
NO CATECHISM
CLASS spm Great Vespers
9 10 11 12 St. Paisios
8:30am Orthros
9:30am Divire Liturgy
7PM CATECHISM
CrLASS 5pm Great Vespers
16 17 St. Marina 18 9
8:30am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy
7PM CATECHISM
C1ass spm Great Vespers
23 24 25 26
7PM CATECHISM
CLASS spm Great Vespers
30 31 1 Aygust 2
Dormition Fast begins
7PM CATECHISM
CLASS 6:30pm Paraclesis |5pm Great Vespers
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The Bus to Heaven By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

C.S. Lewis was a popular English writer who lived in the twentieth
century. He came to Christ after atheism and his books became
among the most widely read from the middle of the last century until
now. He once wrote an imaginative, meaningful story called The Great
Divorce. It goes like this: God sent a bus to hell inviting residents who
would like to leave and go to heaven. The bus filled up quickly and
drove those passengers toward heaven. But before arriving, the bus
stopped at a rocky place. The driver asked the passengers to get off the
bus and told them that they must walk a fair distance on the bumpy
road to reach heaven. He also informed them that the beginning of the
walk would be difficult, on their bare feet. He reassured them that if
they embark, they will find themselves, after a short period of time,
walking like those who have shoes on their feet.

Everyone got off and happily went on their way toward heaven.
But they soon began screaming and complaining about the rocky
road, the thorns, and the sun. So, they started heading back to the
bus one by one. Some of them had only walked a little, some walked a
fair distance, and some others returned when they had almost reached
heaven. Thus, the bus had to return to hell with all its passengers on
board.

Isn't this the case with most, if not all people, especially in our
current age? People want an easy and uncostly salvation. They want a
consumerist salvation, just like the consumerist society in which they
live. Humans have become unwilling to accept anything uncomforta-
ble. They want a convenient religion that satisfies and comforts their
consciences; a religion that fulfills their worldly lusts and desires; a
religion that does not transform them and does not challenge them to
advance and grow. The majority desire a religion that is based on a few
simple duties in exchange for peace of mind, the satisfaction of worldly
desires, and enchanting the heart with the promise of paradise in the
next life.

Christ began His preaching with a call to repentance: “Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). To repent
means to relinquish something and replace it with something better.
However, giving up an ingrained habit, a burning desire, or a raging
lust seems difficult for humans. Let us quickly review some of the rea-
sons that make it difficult.

One reason is that when a believer's love for God does not
reach the required level, repentance becomes arduous. The love of par-
ents for their children drives them to sacrifice all that is precious and
valuable without hesitation. Their children’s wellbeing is more im-
portant than anything. Thus, love is the incentive and the motivation.
When you love, you flow with joy and yearning.

A second reason is getting used to an easy lifestyle and unwill-
ingness to exhaust oneself. Modern man is no longer physically tired,
but instead psychologically and spiritually weary, especially in the
meaninglessness of his life. Some data show that about 45-50% of
prescriptions filled are sedatives and antidepressants. In some coun-

26



tries, they are the best-selling drugs. Lack of physical fatigue breeds
an aversion to spiritual struggle. The latter requires standing, prostra-
tion, fasting, abstinence, etc. These contradict the nature of a comfort-
able lifestyle, or rather, a seemingly comfortable lifestyle that is much
more agonizing than spiritual hardship.

A third reason is that people become accustomed to their mis-
ery. One of the perplexing aspects of humans is that they prefer the
misery of their familiar state over aspired bliss because pursuit of this
requires change and uprooting their situation. People may prefer hell
over walking the “narrow path,” even if it leads them to heaven. They
are afraid, so they remain stuck in what they have, fearful of losing
even that and not reaching for more. Settling for a life of misery push-
es people toward resignation more than it encourages them to strive
and rush to reject it and work to change it. Change carries the risk of
success, failure, or stumbling. Humans today, with their great anxiety,
desire guaranteed reassurance, even if it is illusory or deceptive.

If believers live in an environment that does not encourage cre-
ativity, initiative, courage, and adventure, the pursuit of “the abundant
life” (John 10:10) becomes more difficult.

A fourth reason arises from man’s fear of revealing and expos-
ing his innermost self to a spiritual guide when seeking spiritual heal-
ing. Our desire to look our best before others hinders us from revealing
our inner flaws and imperfections. We then compensate by grumbling
and complaining, blaming our sins on various people and/or circum-
stances. People today fill themselves with tension, pain, loss, and sins
of all kinds, becoming like drunkards who treat their sobriety with
more intoxicants. However, openness relaxes the soul and brings out
all the snakes constantly slithering on the inside that poison life.

In so-called civilized societies, people frequently visit psychiatric
clinics because there are no spiritual fathers. Relieving internal pain is
a basic human need, and so you see people wandering in a desperate
search for loyal friendship and a sincere, honest embrace. This is what
the sacrament of repentance and confession is for us. But, as someone
rightly described it, it is a "forgotten medicine."

A fifth reason is the love of sin. Man struggles in vain against
his sin until he hates it. Returning to it means he still loves it, as Saint
Isaac the Syrian says. Hating sin and feeling disgusted by it makes
man humble, freeing himself of any arrogance, self-importance, or de-
lusion in his own power. Then he opens himself to God's overwhelming
mercy, confident that only his Lord can save him from his condition.
Divine grace embraces him and frees him.

The Lord said, “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate
and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by
it are many” (Matthew 7:13). He also said, “Come to Me, all who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you
and learn from Me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is
light” (Matthew 11:28-30).

Which one would you choose? Fatigue followed by endless joy,
or wearying comfort which lasts forever? 27



HOLY CROSS FOOD FESTIVAL FOOD LINE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEED-
ED FOR FIVE DAYS THIS YEAR! JUNE DATES ARE MONDAY-FRIDAY,
JUNE 9-13! MONDAY HAS BEEN ADDED THIS YEAR!

Monday-Friday, June 9-13 shifts are: Lunch, 10:45am-2 or 4pm

Lighter shift, 2-4pm/Dinner from 4-8pm/Dinner until 9pm Friday, June 13
Runners also needed to carry food from the kitchen & grill to the food line!
Please contact food line chair, Elaine Sofis, cell, 412 327-7017, home 412
344-7046 or esofis@comcast.net to volunteer a shift or two or EVERY
DAY! ANY of your time is MUCH appreciated!

Thank you for volunteering to make our festival a huge success!

Help is needed cutting and cupping
pastries during Food Fair! Please call
or text Jan Titonis at 412.965.4536 to
volunteer for a shift. Any of your
time is greatly appreciated!

PITTSBURGH.

FIRST MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH 7. UMMER CAMP 2025
Monday, June 2 |i- =

1 WEEK] (2nd-4tiigtade): )
None in July

(due to iconography installation, so
services will be in Community Center)

Basketball in the
Community Center gym

Campers il atend the week oftheradelee
from 8 pm to 9:30 pm . ‘pleﬁngRegistrat»ionwi]lopenSM
.  More information

Fellowship and food at y2ampittsburgh.goarch.org/summercamp
Primanti’s in Mt. Lebanon

star\ting at 9:30 pm



mailto:esofis@comcast.net
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Church School (grades 3-5) made Mother’s Day cards.
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EMIKHAEIOE A THN KYPIA XPYZZA AEAHTIANNH ZOYATZ

"Bovéey Empwra draan”

«Kowr poipa Twy Bvnruv o Bavarog Eheyav o Apyaiol EAlnvee, cogoi
KaBnpepiva pedyouv avBpuwmon, Adyw aoBéveiag, atuyfipartag eyAnpansig
EVEpYEIOS KA Tov pag Eapwvidde kan pag ooxdpel. KoBnuepiva pedyouy xa
avBpuwmol Adyw niikiag, OTIwg eival QUOoIKG KOl aVaPEVOREVD TIOU dPwe oTav
TIRGKETal i gikous, ywwotols kol Sikoug pag avBpunmous, n eidnon Touw
Bavarou Toug pag mpoxakel BAiyn ko obivn..

Omwe mpav Aiyeg pépeg ou "Epuye amd T Jwiis oTa 86 ™ xpévia ( ot wa
pEpa Ba éumave ota 87) pia urrépoyn yuvalka, fvag amdavie avBpwmos, n
Kupia Xpuaavin Aehnyndven- Zouvkrg oty Avamodn g APEpIKEC,

Avapevopevo, Myw nhikiag ahha eivar kon oduvnpd, Grav @edyel amd T fwr)
évag avBpwmog ypriopog, EEXwpoTdg, KonwvikGs, Evag AyyeAog GTwg frav
n ayammpévn pag Xpooal

H Xploa, mou yewriBnke oy dpopen KaPaha, okn e Opaxng oty
EAMGB0. H ooyEvea Tng Tpdoguyeg amd Ta Mavdywpa e
Kuwvaoravrivoomohng!!

Meyahwoe oe pia oxoyEvela 6ho ayémn-ou kai ) iSia o' ok g T dwi
oropTolot yopw mg! Me v ayarmnuévr g Eabédgn TZévn mou frav aav
adehpig, Toug Beious ka Beieg Tng, Ta ayaTmpéva avijyia TS ou TV
Mrpevav, H owoyéveia Tng grwyr ora Stokora ypévia g EAMGEaC alha
okl ayamnuévn, woviaopévn, GvBpwimol @iAdTIol, TOToI, Epyamkol,
davBpuwmol Tou Seod!l!

Movayotraid ke xaibepévry amd v aydmn g pdvag yive pia wpala koméha
HE TTOAAG Yapiopara. Emotbace ot Zxohd ASehpuv Noanheutpiiv.
Epyaotnke ato NMoooxopeio Zwmmpla kal ummd v emiBAeyn g kabnyrfrmag
Maykpiwn, Ty oTmoia pvnpoveusE pExpr kan TNy TeAeuTtaia pépa g, frav
oty opdda mou ibpuaav gty EAMSa 10 TIPWTO KEVIPO OVTIHETWITIONS TG
AaVaTTVEUCTIKAG aveETapKEIag, kan povadikd yia Ta eAhnvikd Sedopéva
mpoopipoviag TroAlTmipn voonhtia otoug aoBeveic Tne pupariwone
EKEIVIG TNG ETOXNS.

- H Zun g omy ABfAva fitav duopgn ka xapolpevn Trapd Tov gopTo
gpyaoiag. Avépepe ouvexug Tov abegikd g pito Khota Kapfehd kai
dinyourav mohhig ioTopieg amid Ta ypdvia exeiva g ABrvag. Méxp mou n
Maykpiin, Tnv EoTeihe yia peTexTaiBeuon orny Apepikr. Kai autd frav. MNia
dpaomipia, epyamkr, TpdBupn EAAnvida voonkedtpia r Apepikn amotéheoe
N véa TG Tatpiba, aflomonoviag Ta TaAévra Tng.
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Epyaomnre oto mavemarnuiarsd Novematuio tou MNitopmoupyk amo
TIVEUPOvohoymd TPfpa pe aioBnpa kabikoviog, ahhd Kupiwg PE aydmn yia
kdBe aoBevr) mou otekotav Simha Tou oav WpaypaTkn adekgr!

Ayyehog mpaypanxée! BoriBnoe mdpa molholc ‘EAANVES Tou £pyovTav amd
v EAMGDa pe Slokoreg mepmTioeg Yyeiag oo Noookopeio aurd,
TpoTREpoVTag Toug oTHpIEN Ak Kol noikr, @poviida, mapéa padl ye Ta dhha
pEAn e Gapa nig grhevadeg Tne. Asv fitav Myeg o1 popéc TTou YTOTIIOE TNV
mwopTa 1ou SIEVBUVTH Tou VOoOKOMEIDU yIa va {NTATE Ko amarmios! ToAREG
POPLS OIKOVOPIKEG EAappOvaElS | amaihayés yia EAAnves ou Suakohedoviav
va TTAnpugouy Ta vogokopelakr £Eoda. Ko o SieuBuvirg Tnv akouye, T
oEBGTAY Kal IKaVOTIOWDTE 1O Qitnua TS UTIOXWRWVTACoTNY aTroQaaioTikaTIa
k@ SuvapikeTnTa e, Aev fitav AiVEC o QOPEC TTOU EVNUERWOE Tov 1EpEa Tou
Ayiou Nikohdou, Tov arépa ZepBlou va £pBel va konvwvioe Kal eukoyrios
kamoov ‘EAAva ou Bpiokdrav oTa teAeutala Tou 1y kdroiov EAAnva mou
amodnrolae Wuy ke kal Tveupankr ompign. Thol on aoBeveig Ty ayamoloav
yiari Toug mpoagepe aigodotia, yapa km eAmiba.

Anwotpyno: wpaia okoyévela PE Tov Sokpimd emoTipova kol uTépoyo
avBpwmo David Schullz ko ameEkTnoaY £va Wpaio ka1 YApIoPaTIKG yio,Tov
ApioTopopo mou Mipeve mohd! ‘Edwoe 0An v ayarn g otnv MnTépa g
MapiavBn ou Tng evémrvee uropovr kai MNiotn, otov Kpiotogep Tng, Tou frav
yia Toug yoveic Swpo G£ol, To KaUap! K n yapd Toue,

Al | Trpocgopd e Xploag Sev orapdraye exell Konwwvikr kan e eAAnvikn
auvelbnon frav kal atédeyos me Gapa omy EAnvikr MNapoikia Tou
MiTguUmoUTYK TTIOU JE TO TTRAKTIKG TNE TIVEDUA Kal TV agTapdaTnTn evepyaa e
opydvuve padl e Tic "pkevaBec g
utrépoyes Exdnhbozig mou pofaihav Tov EAMNvKS Mokmapd kal
kparoloav.ng mapadoael, Tpoapépoviag auyxpoviwg km atoug EAAnveg
Tou elyay avaykes. Me tov NTEBivT ki Toug ayamnpévoug gikous Toug
Tmepacay pia dpopgn oumactikr {wh oo Pittsburg kan frav ywwaTh ki
ayaTnT Og oAoug Adyw Tou euBupou, SoTikol Kl yEvwmGbwpol ¥apakpa
me.

Hrav oAl KopodPevn TIOU O Oy aTTINREVOS TS yI0g KploTogep TTavTREOTKE

pia kakf koméAa 1 Zouldva mou Tou XApoE K Eva TIavELOPPO YI0, TOV

Mupyo. Merakdpioe pe Tov NTéiBivt ato MépuhavT yia va givan kovtd otny
OIKOYEVEIT TOU TraiBio0 Toug.

Elye Gpwe v aruyia va yage Tov kakd g ooluyo kai va amoyaipeTioe 1o
Taipl TRE Tou TopelTrkay yadl Téod ypdwia aTh Jwh poviagpEvol K

YT HEVDL. E—
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Dpwg To TN PEYAAD KOl XEIPSTERD TTARYLA TIOU Ty KAOWIOE puixd, nBisd kan
TwHaTka | frav o agvikdg BavoTog Tou AaToEREVou TNG Xorormdpopou-Tou
HOVaXoYIoU TAS. AyYIITREUTOG KaNUOG yIa “Tr] ava = AugaveTmAfpwTo KEvo TIou
kavEvag Sev PTTOPECE va YEPIoEL

Movo To eyyowi Thg, © MNHUpyos Trou ayamodas 100 ok, TG yAIRoveE Tnv
W orraACvoVTaS KATTWE Tov Tdwol

Ta TeAsuraia xpovia EZnoe o Bpupa yia nAKopEvous e khoviauévn uyeiall
Ma 1 Xpdooa TNy Konvwwikn Kol adeher Tou eAfoug yia dhhoug, fray
aforTpeTTEg pEV ahlhd SOOKOM va TO aVTIHETWITTICEL.

H Beppn Tng ioTn oTo KOpe Inoow Xpome Kol N ouvT DopR. KETTo e
ayaTrnpévuy @iluwy, TNG vO@ng e Tou @pdvnfe dha Ta mpaknikd Bfpara, km
KOO KOAWY YEITOVLOW TIOW TR ETTHIKETTTOVNTOV, TRV OTARICE WUk, wg
ekelvo To ZARPaTo To Bpaddx TTow  OTo SWPATIO Tou YN poKopgioun
atrokapwpivn ma EoRNoE To KEPAK Twv yEVESAIWY TNg TpayouduwvTag To
happy birthday pe Toug ayamnuévous gilous Tng.

T emopevn pépa o Koo g Zwrig ko Tou Bavdarouw tnv ifpe padi Tou ko -
eipeBa BeBao, dm T TAYE oy AdAn 2o, v AdnBivi.otov Napabaioo,
ATToU GAOI Ol EKOTTILOVTES KOl Soxipaopévol {rioovTars yia va ouvavTnBel pe
Toug ToAuayannuévous Tng. Tn pavodda Tng, TN vovd Tng, Tov NTeRaxo Tng
TV TroAuvayaTnnuévo Tng Traidl Xpiordgpopo!l

Ayarrnpévn pag Xpooal Kahd ragidil

Ba pag Asiyeig!

‘Eypoyeg pe N fwr oouw womopia. AT exel TTow eloan ag TTpocedyEoal, yia
Ghoug pag! Makap, va épbouv Ki ahhol SvBpwmol ooy kol ofva otV Koiviwial
He Ba oe Eexaooupe TToTe!

Aawvia aou i Myrun!

Me evyvwpooivn. km Sakpa | Baowko Evayyehia Anuntpomodiou

EULOGY FOR MS. CRISSANTHE SCHULTZ

" A common fate for mortals is death' said the wise Ancient Greeks philoso-
phers. Every day, people pass away due to illness, accidents, or criminal acts-
something that surprises and shocks us. Every day, people also pass away due to
old age, which is natural and expected. However, when it concerns friends, ac-
quaintances, and our loved ones, the news of their death causes us sorrow and
grief.

Just a few days ago, an extraordinary woman, a rare human being, Mrs. Chris-
santhe Deligianni-Schultz passed away at the age of 86 in Odenton, MD, USA.

Although her passing was expected due to age, yet still deeply painful, as she
was a valuable, exceptional, sociable person-a true Angel-our own beloved
Chryssa!

Chryssa was born in the beautiful city of Kavala in Thrace, Greece. Her family
were refugees from Ganochora, near Constantinople! She grew up in a family
filled with love-a love she shared with everyone around her throughout her life.
She was especially close to her beloved cousin Jenny, like sisters, as well as her
uncles, aunts, and adoring nieces and nephews. Her family may have been poor
during Greece's difficult times, but they were united, full of dignity, faithful, hard-
working people of God.

An only child, cherished by her mother's love, she grew into a beautiful young
woman with many talents. She studied at the School of Nursing Sisters. She
worked at Sotiria Hospital under the guidance of Professor Magrioti, whom she
mentioned with gratitude until her last day. With Magriotis team, they founded
Greece's first center for respiratory illnesses -a groundbreaking achievement for
the country at the time-offering essential care to tuberculosis patients of that era.

Her life in Athens was joyful despite her heavy workload. She often spoke of
her dear friend Kostas Karvelas and shared many stories from those Athens years.
Until the day Professor Magrioti sent her to the United States for further training.
And that was it. For the active, dedicated, and eager Greek nurse, America be-
§%me her new homeland, where she could fully use her talents.




She worked in the Comprehensive Lung Center, Respiratory department at the
University of Pittsburgh with a deep sense of duty-but most of all, with love for
each patient, standing by them like a true sister! A true angel! She helped many
Greeks who came from Greece with serious health issues, offering them not just
medical care but also material and emotional support, along with her friends from
GAPA. There were many times when she would knock on the hospital director's
door to request-and often demand-financial relief or exemptions for Greek pa-
tients unable to cover their medical expenses. The director respected her and of-
ten granted her requests, yielding to her determination and strong spirit.

She would also inform Father Serviou, the priest at St. Nicholas Church, to visit
and give communion and blessings to Greeks in their final moments or when they
needed some support. All patients loved her, because she gave them hope, joy, and
optimism.

She created a beautiful family with the distinguished scientist and wonderful
man, David Schultz, and together they had a gifted son, Christopher, whom she
adored. She poured all her love into her mother Marianthi-who inspired her with
patience and faith-and her son Christopher, who was a God-given gift to his par-
ents, their pride and joy.

But Chryssa's contributions didn't stop there! A committed member of the Greek-
American community and GAPA in Pittsburgh, she used her practical mind and
boundless energy to organize amazing cultural events with her lovely friends,
"filenades" in Greek. These events celebrated Greek culture and traditions, while
also supporting Greeks in need. Alongside David and their beloved friends, they
lived a meaningful and fulfilling life in Pittsburgh, where she was well-known and
loved for her cheerful and generous spirit.

She was overjoyed when her beloved son Christopher married a wonderful wife,
Susanna, who gave him an amazing son, George. Later, Chryssa and David moved
to Maryland to be closer to their son's family.

Sadly, she lost her beloved husband and had to say goodbye to her lifelong com-
panion, with whom she had shared so many years of harmony and love. But the
deepest and most devastating blow-one that shook her to the core-was the sud-
den death of her beloved Christopher, her only son. An incurable sorrow for a
mother. An irreplaceable void that no one could ever fill. Only her grandson,
George, whom she adored, could sweeten her soul and ease her pain.

In her final years, she lived in an assisted living facility with declining health.
For Chryssa-so sociable and always a sister of mercy to others-it was dignified,
yet difficult. Her warm faith in Jesus Christ, the visits from cherished friends, and
the support of her daughter-in-law-who managed all the practical matters-as
well as the kindness shown by devoted neighbors and friends, gave her mental and
spiritual strength... until that Saturday evening when, in her nursing home room,
she softly blew out the birthday candle, singing "Happy Birthday" with her be-
loved friends.

The next day, the Lord of Life and Death took
her with Him-and we are certain He welcomed
her into the True Life, into Paradise, where all the
weary and tested shall live, to reunite with her
most beloved ones. Her mother, her "nona" the
godmother, her amazing husband "Devako," her
beloved son Christopher...

Beloved Chryssa, safe travels to the Heaven!

You wrote a great story with your life. From
where you are now, please pray for us all! May
more people like you walk among us.

We will never forget you.

Eternal be your memory!

With gratitude and tears,

Vasso Dimitropoulou and Evangelia
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Sunday of the Blind Man

The Gospel we just heard is about Christ’s healing of a man been blind
from birth. One interesting detail here which I’d like to draw your attention
to, is the manner in which this healing takes place. Christ spits into the dirt,
makes clay of this, and anoints the man’s eyes with the clay. He then tells
the man to go wash in the pool of Siloam and from there, his sight is re-
stored. This may seem strange. Spitting in the dirt to make clay? Why is this
the may of curing this man’s sight. Yet, within this moment, there are deep
truths which show us Christ’s divine nature.

When we go back towards the beginning of the Bible, we read of God
creating Adam out of the dust of the ground. Christ, in his use of the ground
to make clay, is, in a sense, echoing that first act of creation, but in this mo-
ment, is performing an act of recreation, or rather, of restoration, using the
earth to restore the fallenness of human nature, a fallenness which was
caused by Adam and Eve’s disobedience to God, and has resulted in our
world where humans are subject to the forces of sin, death, and disease.

So Christ uses the earth from which humanity was taken as part of the
healing of the blind man, a suffering descendant of Adam. Yet, it is not the
earth alone. He spits into the earth, then anoints the blind man’s eyes with
the resulting clay. St. John Chrysostom tells of the significance of this mo-
ment in his commentaries on the Gospel of John: “And why used He not
water instead of spittle for the clay? He was about to send the man to Silo-
am: in order therefore that nothing might be ascribed to the fountain, but
that you might learn that the power proceeding from His mouth, the same
both formed and opened the man's eyes, He spat on the ground this at least
the Evangelist signified, when he said, And made clay of the spittle.”

All of us come into this world blind, in some sense. We are subject to
the deceptions and temptations of a fallen world, and many of us even know
have a hard time “seeing” correctly, in a spiritual sense. We all are in need
of healing. We all are in need of being re-created in some sense, to be re-
stored to the pureness with which humanity was meant to have before the
fall of Adam. Yet, the ground from which we are taken is not enough. As
Chrysostom tells us, it is the wisdom and words proceeding from the mouth
of Christ which are the secret ingredient of our refashioning.

The blind man is touched with the clay made from the Earth which he
comes from and the water which comes from the mouth of the Lord, but the
final step in his healing is to wash in the pool of Siloam. This of course is a
sign of baptism, of our washing in water and Spirit which joins us to
Christ’s Church. So in this all, we have a sign for our own re-creation, for a
cure for our own spiritual blindness. First, our earthly nature must receive
and be touched by the living water which proceeds from the mouth of God,
and from there, we must be baptized, joining ourselves to Christ and His
Church. All of us are in need of being re-created, and so, today, let us re-
joice in receiving the wisdom of Christ’s words which we can experience
through the Holy Gospel. ~Elias Diamond
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GREER AWERICAN PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIAGION
(GAFA)
SUPREME 1-ODGE

2025 COLLEGE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
NATIONAL GAPA AWARD

The Supreme Lodge of the Greek American Progressive Association (GAPA),
as part of its philanthropic and educational mission, is offering an annual Col-
lege and Community Achievement Award in the amount of $1,000.00.

Deadline for applying for the Achievement Award is June 15, 2025.

Students entering their first year of full-time undergraduate college, uni-
versity, or community college in 2025 are eligible to apply for the Supreme
Lodge GAPA 2025 College Achievement Award. Recipients will be an-
nounced on/after June 30, 2025.

The Supreme Lodge GAPA 2025 College Achievement Award was estab-
lished to recognize and promote scholastic performance and encourage
participation in community activities while a student is engaged in earning
an undergraduate degree.

Contact Sophia at:
Sophiaalexiades54@msn.com for additional information.
SUBMIT APPLICATION and ALL REQUIRED documents: list of activi-
ties, letter of recommendation, high school transcript, essay, letter of
college acceptance, and sponsor signature by June 15, 2025 to:
Mail to: G.A.P.A. Supreme Lodge

C/0 Joanne Melachrinos

531 Berkshire Ave

Pittsburgh, PA 15226
1. ACTIVITIES:
Describe the church, ethnic and community activities you participate in through
your church and or community and also list any awards or recognitions you have

received through these activities. Include extracurricular activities.
2 . LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

Attach a letter of recommendation from a teacher or mentor who can attest to
your commitment to your academic efforts or in the case of a mentor who can
attest to your development in your community or church environment.

3. HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT/ GRADE POINT AVERAGE

An overall Grade Point Average of 3.0 is required to qualify for the Achievement
Award. Please attach a transcript from your high school showing your GPA.

4. APPLICANT'S ESSAY

Among the values the Greek American Progressive Association seeks to promote
are Hellenism and Orthodoxy through its members and their families into the
greater American Community. Please share with us your feelings and thoughts
about how your heritage or love for Hellenic Culture or history has helped to mold
your character and how you would like to share the values of your faith, culture
and heritage with the greater community now and after graduation.

5. COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE LETTER

Name of College you are being admitted in 2025 along with a copy of your letter of
acceptance as fulltime freshman along with expected year of graduation.
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GAPA 2025 ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

APPLICANT NAME:

SPONSOR REQUIREMENT

To be eligible for the Achievement Award, applicant must se-
cure a nomination from a current member of a G.A.P.A.
Lodge (Local or Supreme) The applicant may be related to a
GAPA member (child or grandchild) or be a member or child
or grandchild of a member of a Greek Orthodox Church.
Please have your sponsor complete and sign below.

I hereby endorse the nomination of this applicant to be eligible
for the 2025 GAPA Supreme Lodge Achievement Award.

SIGNATURE OF SPONSOR

Name of Sponsor:

Lodge Sponsor is a member of:

Telephone Number:

Date:
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NP4 NEWSLETTER OF THE GREEK ORTHODOX
(RCetel . METROPOLIS OF PITTSBURGH

r METROPOLIS OF PITTSBURGH
”’Flg‘ [ITH ANNUAL ST. PHOTIOS AWARDS

Christ is Risen! On Saturday, May 3 we gathered together to celebrate and honor 63 Awardees and 1 Metropolis
Honoree for the 11th Annual St. Photios Awards Banquet. These dedicated individuals have given their precious time,
energy and expertise supporting their parish over many years. A true reflection of their faith and commitment to their
Church and Christ, an inspiration to us alll We'd also like to say a BIG thank you to our St. Photios Awards Banquet
Committee, in particular Co-Chairs, Marianne Stearns and ArchDn. Ryan Gzikowski, who coordinated the event
with such care and attention to detail. Please join us in congratulating all our AMAZING 2025 St. Photios Awardees!
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METROPOLISOF PITTSBURGH CAMP 2025 New Metropolis Center Update

We are getting closer to the finishing line for the construction!
(Projected for Fall 2025). We cannot wait to open YOUR new
Metropolis Center and share the wonderful facilities with YOU, the
community of our Sacred Metropolis. Please consider a
) T contribution to the campaign. For online donations please scan the

THIS s WAY) & QR code below.
: RS, ' Please make checks  Please mail checks to:
payable to “Greek New Metropolis
Orthodox Metropolis of Center
Pittsburgh” with NMC PO Box 640729
Donation written in the Pittsburgh, PA
memo. 15264-0729

Are You a Fun for
Musician, All the
St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church | North Royalton OH saiie) \ Fawmty]
or Artist? \
(X 2 Music
‘ Want to g Stages
R s‘.,.‘
s Display Art? Kids
A W Games
Contact
Fr.Joe | ) Art & Craft
DiStefano -~ Exhibits
: fridistefano@ - Food &
neps, ‘_% 2
;h}tMyurl com/StPaul-GreekCulturalCamp IR

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR METROPOLIS MINISTRIES!

It costs approximately $1,000 per day to operate our Metropolis - including Metropolitan Savas’s

Afchpasrora] visitations, preparations for summer camp and GO YA retreats, our vital registry, and more.
Please consider sponsoring a day in the life of the Metropolis:

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh, 5201 Ellsworth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15232
412-621-5520 (Main) 412-465-0460 (Camp) 412-621-8543 (Youth) @
pittsburgh.goarchorg  info@pittsburgh goarch.org
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