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Beloved Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
  

Christ is in our midst!  He is and shall always be! 
 

Rejoice!  A new Church year has arrived.  What new challeng-
es will await our journey?  Who will God bring into our lives to 
help us on our path to salvation?  We look forward to serving and 
welcoming all whom God sends to us and pray for His guidance 
and wisdom in all our decisions.   

The two great feasts that immediately engage us are the birth 
of the Theotokos (September 8th) and the Feast of the Universal 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 14th).  The devotion and 
love of the parents of the Panagia, Joachim and Anna, give birth to 
the one who will be the “Living Temple” of God.  God has been 
waiting for her.  The one who will say yes to His plan and will 
humbly and obediently follow His plan even though she may not 
understand it.  Her faith in God will never waiver or her love for 
Him grow cold.  This type of love and obedience requires a cross.  
A sacrifice that will place God’s will before our own and a desire 
to serve that will require a trust and faith that will defy logic.  This 
is how we begin the new church year, with expectation and a 
cross.  “Whoever wishes to follow after Me, let him/her deny 
him/herself, take up their cross, and follow Me.”  (Mk.8:34) 

The lives of the saints help us visualize this journey in Christ.  
In every generation, there are those who dedicate themselves to 
acquiring the grace of the Holy Spirit and God chooses to reveal 
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*Services:     

Sundays:   8:15am Orthros 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

Mondays:  6:30pm Paraclesis  

Wednesdays: 7 pm Bible Study and via Zoom 

Weekdays:  8:30am Orthros 

  9:30am Divine Liturgy 

Saturdays:  Vespers 5pm  

*See monthly calendar for all services. 

Parish Council 2026 

Coffee Hour fellowship is an extension 
of our Divine Liturgy! Please gather with 
family, koumbari or friends to sponsor/
prepare one Sunday.  See the calendar on 
website for open dates, and call  
the church office to confirm. 

Funeral/Memorial information:  
 

For Kollyva, you may 
bring your own or  
contact Denise Melis 
directly (412) 341-9264. 
 
 

Use of the Community Center is 
available for parishioner funeral 
lunches at no charge. Parishioners 
may contact any caterer they 
choose to purchase and prepare 
their Makaria (Mercy Meal).  

Church School Elias Diamond (412) 833-3355 

Philoptochos Pres. Dina Hartlep (412) 720-9383 

Phil. Membership Christine Picard (412) 951-7258 

Circle of Angels Carol Halkias (412) 276-5002 

  Christine Peters (724) 693-9290 

Landscaping  Frank Kalogeris (412) 855-4155 

Rebekah Krakora (412) 728-4842 

Greek School Dena Yamalis (412) 343-8355 

Junior Dance Marina Bouzos  (412)-736-7455 

Senior Dance Rachel Facaros  (412) 323-6298 

Choir     

First Steps Sophia Alfaras-Melainis (412) 251-3209 

JOY Elias Diamond (412)413-7427 

Young Adults Elias Diamond (412)413-7427 

GOYA Denise Melis (412) 341-9264 

Golden Club Cynthia Kostelnik  (412) 833-9423 

Rene Koett  (412) 559-1721 

Bookstore Mary Portellos (724) 941-8699 

House Committee Constance Zotis (412) 736-7145 

Building Comm. Michael N. Zervos (412) 833-6843 

Sts. Mary & Martha Dina Hartlep (412) 720-9383 

Interior Design  
Committee 

Laura Zervos (412) 287-5679 

Anthony Cuneo, President 

Stephen Yamalis, Vice President 

Angela Athanas, Treasurer 

Socrates Zacharias, Financial Secretary 

Sophia Milinkovic, Secretary 

Bryan Elderkin 

Eleni Maneta 

Rita Manganas 

Tom Mourtacos 

Jordan Nicholas 

Ted Sofis 

Sadie Stang 

Zachary Stevens 
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their holiness to us.  We are humbled by their devotion and sacri-
fice.  They inspire us to strive for holiness and often show us 
practical ways to help us in our spiritual journey.  We are grateful 
for their witness and have also been the beneficiary of their pray-
ers and holiness. 

At Holy Cross, in the Altar area, which is not readily visible 
to the entire congregation, there are two areas where we would 
like to add two groups of saints.  These saints have a had direct 
impact upon our community of Holy Cross.   

On the North side (looking at the Altar to the left), we 
would like to add the following saints – Saints Joseph the Hesy-
chast, Ephraim of Arizona, Gerasimos Bishop Abydos and Pitts-
burgh, and Herman of Alaska.   

On the South side (looking at the Altar to the right), Saints 
Porphyrios of Kavsokalyvia, Paisios of Mt. Athos, Sophrony of 
Essex, and Justin Popovich of Serbia. 

The saints on the North side of the Altar all directly came to 
America and served, with the exception of St. Joseph.  St. Joseph 
was the spiritual father of Elder Ephraim of Arizona and was in-
strumental in preparing him to serve and establish monasteries in 
America. 

The saints on the South side of the Altar are all contempo-
rary saints (living in the last century) who witnessed and suffered 
through the world wars and provide us with spiritual insight and 
wisdom to help us in our everyday struggles.  Their impact upon 
the Church in the world and especially America cannot be over-
stated.  Many of their writings have been and are currently being 
translated into the English language and we are able to receive 
this tremendous resource of grace and wisdom.   

 
In this Crossroads is a computer-generated rendering of how 

the icons would look in the Altar space.   The additional cost to 
add these icons is $35,000.00.  

On Sunday September 20th, we are holding a special General 
Assembly to discuss this addition of icons.  Please plan to at-
tend.   
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The Pursuit of Holiness 
This beginning of the new Church year challenges us to 

press forward in our journey to holiness.  In the Old Testament in 
the Book of Leviticus, God commands His people on three sepa-
rate occasions – “And the Lord said to Moses, “Say to all the con-
gregation of the people of Israel, You shall be holy; for I the Lord 
your God am holy.” (Lev. 19:1-2)   

Holiness, being set apart for God, is something that is not 
easily understood or thought about.  In the Book of Leviticus, ho-
liness has very clear directives from God.  These directives are 
the basis for the 10 Commandments.  Listen to some of the direc-
tives of God: 

“Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, 
and you shall keep my Sabbaths; I am the Lord your God.  Do not 
turn to idols or make for yourselves molten gods: I am the Lord 
your God.” (Lev. 19:3-4)  

“You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one another.  
And you shall not swear by my name falsely and so profane the 
name of your God: I am the Lord.  You shall not oppress your 
neighbor or rob him.” (Lev. 19:11-13a) 

“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall 
reason with your neighbor, lest you bear sin because of him.  You 
shall not take vengeance or bear any grudge against the sons of 
your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I 
am the Lord.” (Lev.19:17-18) 

“You shall not practice witchcraft.  Your shall not make any 
cuttings in your flesh on account of the dead or tattoo any marks 
upon you: I am the Lord.” (Lev.19:26b-27) 

In the life of the Church, we are continually challenged to 
become more holy.  We strive for perfection, but understand that 
“One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ...”  The intention of be-
coming holy is where we seek wisdom and grace from the Holy 
Spirit, the Holy Scripture, the Saints (Holy Ones) who have suc-
ceeded with great effort in their journey toward holiness.  God 
has created us for this very purpose – to become children of God!  
To become what God is by His very nature, we are called to be 
through His divine grace and mercy.  

continued  p.6→ 
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There was a famous story of Fr. Bulgakov, the Dean of St. 
Sergius Seminary in Paris, France.  He attended an ecumenical 
gathering where the topic was the Church.  He began his talk 
speaking about the Mother of God and they interrupted him, 
“Father Bulgakov, we said we would speak about the Church, 
not the Mother of God.”  Fr. Bulgakov responded, “We cannot 
talk about the Church unless we talk about Mother of God.  She is 
the face of the Church.  She is the place where the new life of the 
Kingdom of God, Paradise, life in the Holy Spirit, finds its fulfill-
ment and thus is being fulfilled because the Church was not built 
in abstraction.  The Church is very concrete.”   

We celebrate the birth of the Mother of God at the beginning 
of the new Church year.  It is the first feast (September 8th).  We 
remind ourselves not only of the nature of time, but the whole 
process of saving the world, of coming to the Kingdom of God, 
inaugurated in history, in time, through the fulfillment in the 
Mother of God.  We are called to prepare ourselves by making 
the life of the Kingdom of God our own.  We partake of His bap-
tism and resurrection here and now.  We become participants in 
the life of the age to come.  When Christ comes again or we die 
and go to Him, we will appear with Him in glory.  St. Paul 
writes, “You have died and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God.  When Christ, our God who is your life, appears, then you 
also will appear with Him in glory.” (Col.3:3-4)  

The Church year begins with the birth of the Mother of God 
and concludes with her death, her dormition.  She is taken bodily 
into the Resurrection reminding us of our high calling to be HO-
LY!  

The question we must ask, is what are we becoming?  Born 
to be a child of God, but what we are pursuing?  I am often per-
plexed that we would subject our families to outlandish sched-
ules, practices, and games of sport, often at great distances from 
home, and yet provide little or no time for spiritual growth and 
edification.  The idea that our spiritual life takes less effort and 
time than any of other activities or interests is misguided.  The 
new Church year is a time for reflection on priorities.  What are 
becoming?  
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God’s creation, we, as human beings are constantly evolv-
ing.  Species continue to go extinct and new species are continual-
ly being discovered.  Our own understanding of the universe 
continues to grow as we learn more and discover new tools to 
examine it.  We too as human beings are constantly changing, ag-
ing, and developing.  Spiritually we are challenged.  Will we as-
cend to our God?  Will we turn to Him in prayer and gratitude?  
Will we give in to hatred, anger, lust, and immorality?  Or will 
we fight against such sins?  Each day we are given the opportuni-
ty to choose.   

“Many of us go through life wishing for the ideal – the ideal 
parent, the ideal child, the ideal husband or wife.  We forget that 
none of us is a finished product, complete like a piece of polished 
jewelry.  Each of us is in the process of becoming.  How many di-
vorces occur because there is the foolish idea in our minds that 
some perfect mate exists somewhere; and that we must shed the 
present mate to find the perfect one.  We forget that the perennial 
problem in marriage is not to find the ideal partner, but to be-
come the ideal partner.  It is the power to become better than we 
are, a new creation, sons and daughters of God, gods by grace, 
that Christ offers to those who receive Him and believe in Him; 
power to overcome the world; power to crucify every besetting 
sin; power to shout in triumph over every trouble and temptation 
in life, ‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.’ 
Power to become what we are by baptism, children of God!” (Fr. 
Anthony Coniairis, “Power to Become.”)  

Holiness is not elusive or abstract.  It is a discipline, a way 
thinking, looking at and experiencing everything as a gift from 
God.  Here an encounter of man with a saint.  

A saint is not a remarkable person on the surface; all his/her 
riches are internal in his soul.  A peasant came a long way to the 
monastery to hear and speak with the famous elder St. Sergius.  
When he asked for the abbot, he was told that he was working in 
the garden.  The peasant went off to the garden and observed a 
man there in poor and dirty clothing, hoeing along with the other 
workers.  The peasant returned to the monastery dissatisfied, 

continued  p.8→ 
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thinking within himself that the monks were making fun of him, 
and repeated that there might be no mistake, that he wanted to 
see the famous holy elder Sergius.  Sergius arrived back at the 
monastery just then, and welcomed the peasant, serving him at 
the table.  The saint looked into the heart of his guest and saw 
there the thoughts about himself.  To calm his guest, he told him 
that he would see the elder if he waited a little.  Just then, a 
prince arrived at the monastery with his entourage.  Both the 
prince and his nobles bowed low to elder and asked his blessing.  
The monks then removed the peasant from the room to make 
space for the new guests.  The peasant looked on with wonder 
from afar, and he peered to see that which he had spurned.  The 
peasant was upset with himself for his ignorance and was deeply 
ashamed.  When the prince departed, the peasant quickly went 
up to the saint and fell at his feet and asked for his forgiveness.  
And the elder was gentle with him and said; “Do not grieve my 
son, you thought a true thing of me, reckoning me as nothing, 
while others are deluded in thinking me something 
great.”  (From the Prologue of Ochrid, Vol. III, pg. 374-375) 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, as we begin a new Church 
year, let us heed the words of St. Paul in his letter to the Philippi-
ans:   

“Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if 
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things….” (Phil. 4:8) 

On our journey to holiness, let us be mindful of our calling, 
to be the children of God, “You shall be holy; for I the Lord your 
God am holy.”  

 
With love and prayers, 
Fr. Michael     
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New church altar  

Monastery of the Nativity of the Theotokos - New Church→ 
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September General Assembly Agenda  
 

HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENDA 

 

Sunday, September 20th, 2026 |  
Holy Cross Community Center 

 

1.  Opening Prayer 

2. Elections of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson for 
that Assembly 
3.  Reading of minutes of the previous meeting 

4. Iconography discussion and vote 
5. HVAC for the church (Funding vote) 

6. Stewardship Report 
7. Old Business 

8. New Business 

9. Closing Prayer 
 
Proposed Icons in Altar  
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The Faithful and Secularism, Part Three 
His Eminence Metropolitan Saba 
 
In view of the new and continually unfolding challenges that secularism 
poses to faith in general, and to the Christian in particular, within the socie-
ty of modernity—which has now come to be called "postmodernity"—
believers differ in their ways of confronting it. This is not surprising, be-
cause many of these challenges are entirely new, and the Church has not 
previously experienced them. 

Until recently, people lived in a religious society. Even if everyone were not 
a believer, people were nevertheless born into a social atmosphere marked 
by religious customs, traditions, and values. In contemporary society, how-
ever, the religious character is absent and has been replaced by a secular, 
worldly character, shaped by human experiences, expertise, and both sweet 
and bitter trials. 

This change has begun to accelerate greatly throughout the whole world 
over the past two decades. Although the speed of this acceleration differs 
from one society to another, it now affects all societies. Religious bodies, 
therefore, find themselves before a real challenge, one they have not previ-
ously faced with such intensity. It is thus natural that opinions and experi-
ences should multiply regarding the ways of dealing with it, the questions 
of preserving and transmitting the faith to contemporary humanity, the lan-
guage of evangelization, and the embodiment of Christian principles in to-
day's world. This has produced diverse currents, which we may place un-
der two broad categories, while recognizing within each of them varying 
degrees of strictness and leniency. 

**** 

The first current boycotts what this world produces whenever it differs 
from what people were accustomed to in the past. For this current, every 
new thing becomes suspect, every innovation stirs fear, and every unfamil-
iar form of communication is viewed as demonic and as a path toward 
abandoning the uprightness of the faith. It is worth noting that the followers 
of this current do not boycott the use of technological tools themselves. Ra-
ther, they reject the new possibilities these tools produce in terms of rap-
prochement, communication, and encounter among human groups.  

They reject dialogue because they sense, behind its various forms, aims that 
are dangerous to the Church and to the Orthodox faith. Thus, they reject 
rapprochement altogether instead of rejecting only the specific form in 
which they perceive danger. They see every engagement with the other as 
the beginning of a new heresy and as an abandonment of the Orthodox 
faith. 

They confine faith to the forms produced by the action of the Holy Spirit 
among the ancients, and they are eager to imprison it within those forms, 
forbidding it to produce new expressions. They do not appreciate the extent 
of the change that has come upon contemporary humanity because of secu-
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larism and modernity. They do not see the increasing challenges to faith as 
a field of witness for them through their engagement with those challenges. 
They are content with the truth they possess. Whoever wishes may come 
and see. 

They speak in a language that they themselves understand, but which may 
mean nothing to others—or, if it does mean anything, may communicate 
distorted concepts of the faith. They do not wish to enter the contest or con-
front the challenge. Nor do they accept the use of modern culture and the 
language of today in evangelization. They are moved by a constant anxiety 
over the preservation of the purity of the faith more than they are impelled 
to face the accumulating and rapidly increasing challenges to faith. 

Thus, in the best of cases, they become like someone carrying cold water 
while waiting for the thirsty person to come to him. They do not require of 
themselves that they go out to him. They are like someone sheltering se-
curely inside a strong, stormproof building, while showing little concern for 
those facing hurricanes in their collapsing homes. In the best of cases, they 
are prepared to receive them if they knock on their door. 

**** 

The adherents of the second current are enchanted by modernity and by 
what it produces. They adopt everything it offers without caution or dis-
cernment. They engage positively and energetically in dialogue, whatever it 
may be and wherever it may be found. They approach new ideas, patterns, 
and philosophies with admiration, even when these are opposed to their 
Gospel. They wish to reconcile the world with the Gospel easily, and often 
superficially. 

They do not distinguish between the spirit of the world and the spirit of the 
Gospel. They hasten toward compromise in every discussion or dialogue. 
They find it easy to interpret the Gospel texts in ways that agree with their 
own ideas. They are influenced by prevailing patterns of life and wish, with 
good but naïve intentions, to clothe these patterns with a Christian garment. 

Their motives may be pure, and many of them may be sincere in their ef-
forts with intentions free of deceit. But they are captivated more than they 
should be by the glitter of modernity, by what it produces and establishes in 
minds and souls. They wish to modernize the faith through it, imagining 
that by doing so they are "evangelizing" it. It is no surprise, then, if many of 
them are found to be more influenced by the prevailing culture than by the 
culture of their faith. 

**** 

In both currents, one finds those who go too far and harden themselves in 
one direction or the other, reacting violently toward the followers of the op-
posing current. The clash between the two sides may reach a dangerous 
point, threatening the unity of the Church and sowing a spirit of hatred and 
bitterness among her children. Perhaps the most dangerous thing in both 
groups is that each, in its own way, leans toward extremism in positions 
built more upon convictions than upon prayerful and tearful love, burning 
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with longing for the salvation of the other side. 

They are also driven by a zeal that may perhaps be sincere but motivated by 
emotionalism rather than by the quiet Spirit of the Lord, who enlightens, 
traces the straight path, and inspires one to walk in it. Their rigidity pre-
vents them from meeting and engaging in dialogue within an atmosphere 
of prayer, peace, and love, drawn from their shared supplication for the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in their midst. Humility is lost—the humility 
that springs from the joy of encountering the brother "for whom Christ 
died," whatever his position may be. 

Moreover, the accusations exchanged between the two sides often take on a 
sharp and harsh tone, using absolute labels such as heretic, fundamentalist, 
liberal, un-Orthodox, rigid, destructive, and so forth. This creates an atmos-
phere in which people become unable to clarify their perspectives to one 
another. Ordinary believers see, within the ecclesial atmosphere, nothing 
but conflict, attack, criticism, accusation, noise and confusion, to the point 
that many of them can hardly understand what is happening. 

Fear for the faith moves the followers of the first current to such a degree 
that they may forget that God is present in the midst of His Church. They 
assume the role of the policeman defending God's rights—even if, in doing 
so, they remove God Himself and replace Him with themselves. The follow-
ers of the second current are moved by the influence of the ideas of this age, 
to the point that they almost seem to believe that the Gospel is incomplete 
and needs to be completed by what human civilization has achieved. 

The hesychastic life of prayer, which gives birth to love, remains absent on 
both sides. Without it, there can be no clear and pure vision. Let us remem-
ber that God did not speak to the prophet Elijah in the fire, nor in the storm, 
but in the gentle breeze. Let us make room for the Lord of the Church to 
express Himself, and let us not obscure Him by a false zeal that often 
springs from our passions rather than from our purity. 

The immense efforts that were undertaken for the convening of the Great 
Council in 2016 ended in failure, and so many began calling it the Council 
of Crete. Yet what happened revealed the great chasm within the Church 
between the two currents mentioned above. It is the secular mentality that 
makes some close themselves off to the point of death, while others open 
themselves up to the point of losing their identity. 

Olivier Clément, speaking as an Orthodox Christian, called for "the necessi-
ty that our action correspond to our word, that we free it from everything 
marked by hostility toward others, and that we unleash the Holy Spirit to 
act in history and restore to it the possibility of openness and creativity." 

He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 

 

←  continued  from page 13 
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Dear Holy Cross family, 
We are excited to announce that we will be updating our Church Directory 
after almost a decade.  To help do this, we are asking families to submit 
recent photos that are (see below for examples): 
•      Clear, high quality (jpg or png format), landscape orientation 
•      Taken within the last two years 
•      Faces are easy to see, photos taken or cropped from the waist up 
•      Members over 18 are encouraged to submit an individual photo 
•      Can use either indoor or outdoor photos  
•      No pets please 

The deadline to submit photos is September 26th.  Please email your 
family photo along with names, updated address, phone number and 
email to hcmemberdirectory@gmail.com. Make sure that the infor-
mation given is accurate, as the provided information will be directly added 
to the directory, without editing. If you would like to opt out of the directory, 
please let us know. 
For families that would like a professional photo, we are offering a photog-
rapher on September 26th during the Glendi.  There will be a fee associated 
with use of the photographer.  More details will follow closer to the date.  
This is a member only directory for Holy Cross.  To be a member at Holy 
Cross, one has to submit a stewardship card. 
We are looking forward to putting together a church directory that helps 
keep our church family connected!   
Thank you for your participation. 
With love, 
The Membership Directory Committee  
Example of Submission: 
Oikonopoulos, Dimitrios and Mary  
Sarah, George, and Michael 
123 Gilkeson Rd. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
hcmemberdirectory@gmail.com 
Dimitrios 412-833-3355 

mailto:hcmemberdirectory@gmail.com
mailto:hcmemberdirectory@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue 
  Ecclesiastical New Year 

    

6 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 
 

 

7    Labor Day  

      Office Closed  

Nativity of the Theotokos 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy  
 

Noon ~ Tiropita Prep 
 

7pm Church School  
       Teacher Meeting 

13 Sunday before Holy Cross 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 
 

Church School  
B       Begins 
 

5pm Feast Day  
       Great Vespers 

14Elevation of the Cross 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy  

Feast DayLuncheon 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
7pm Parish Council 

20 Sunday after Holy Cross 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 
 

*SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY* 

 

GOYA Kickoff 

21 

 

 

 

6:30pm Paraclesis   

22 

 

27 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 

28 

 

 

 

6:30pm Paraclesis   

29 
 
 
 

7:30pm PickleYAL 
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 
2  4 

 
 
 
 5pm Great Vespers/Orthros  
@ Nativity of the Theotokos 
  Monastery, Saxonburg 

 5 
9am Divine Liturgy 
@ Nativity of the Theotokos 
  Monastery, Saxonburg 
 
 
 No Vespers 

9 
 
 
 
7pm Bible Study 
           resumes 

 Spanakopita Prep

11 12 
 
 
Baptism  
 
5pm Great Vespers 

16 
 
 
 
4:15 Greek School 
Registration and 
Classes begin 
7pm Bible Study 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

 18 
 
 

19 
Koulourakia Prep 
Mum Pick-up 
Baptism  
 
 
5pm Great Vespers 

23 Conception of 
St. John the Forerunner 
8:30am Orthros 

9:30am Div Liturgy  
11am Pastitsio Prep 
 

4:30 Greek School 
7pm Bible Study 

24 
Pastitsio Prep 
 

 

 

25 
 

Parish  
Directory 

submissions 
due 

26 Metropolis  
    Clergy/Laity @   
   Metropolis Center 
 

 
 5pm Great Vespers 

 Holy Cross Glendi 

30 
 
 
 
 
4:30 Greek School 
7pm Bible Study 
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HOLY CROSS 
GREEK SCHOOL 

begins its new academic year!  

 

Registration and first class on  

Wednesday, September 16th at 4:15pm 

 

    Greek School meets every Wednesday from 4:30-

6:30 pm. There will be classes for beginners in the 

Conversational Class and our traditional First thru 

Sixth Grades.  

     The adult class meets Wednesdays from 5-

6:30pm. Registration and first class is also on         

September 16 at 5pm. Bring your children to learn 

our language and enjoy wonderful fellowship. 

     On the first day, there will be a beginning of the 

year blessing (Agiasmos), class assignment and book 

distribution.  

For further information, contact  Dena Yamalis 

at (412) 343-8355 or dyamalis@comcast.net.  

mailto:dyamalis@comcast.net
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GOLDEN CLUB MEMBERS:  

 
1) On Friday, October 9th, our trip by van will take us to The Frick 
Pittsburgh for the docent-led tour, Clayton: Gilded, Not Golden (tour 
approx. 75 min). The year 1892 was a critical year for our nation, Pitts-
burgh and the Frick family. Considered to be the height of the Gilded 
Age, the early 1890's brought the era's extremes into stark relief--both 
the progress of technological advancements, economic growth and the 
harsher realities of issues like wealth disparity, social unrest and envi-
ronmental degradation. Tours of Clayton explore how these extremes 
affected the lives of everyone who lived in Pittsburgh at the time, 
though in dramatically different ways and emphasizes the stories of real 
people--those who lived within Clayton's walls and those who did not. 
 
Please RSVP NO LATER than Thursday, October 1st. Your RSVP must 
be accompanied by your tour payment of $24/person. Payment is to be 
be sent to Rene Koett, 2285 Sidgefield Ln, Pittsburgh, PA 15241, as she 
is collecting money for this tour. Please makes checks payable to:  
Golden Club of Holy Cross. The tour begins at 10am. Please arrive at 
the church no later than 8:15am for boarding of the van. Following the  
tour, we will have lunch at The Porch/Schenley in Oakland. Please call 
Rene at 412-559-1721 with any questions and to RSVP before mailing 
of your check.  

 
2)  “I’ve got a Golden Ticket  

I’ve got a chance to make my way. 
And with a Golden Ticket 
It’s a GOLDEN CLUB DAY!” 
 

Please join us on Tuesday, October 20th for a tour of the new Sarris 
Candy Factory, 135 Meadow Lane, in Canonsburg.  The tour begins at 
2p; please arrive at 1:45pm. Following the tour, we will proceed to the 
Sarris Ice Cream Parlor, 511 Adamas Ave, for ice cream and fellowship. 
 
Cost of tour is $8. Please RSVP NO LATER than September 29. Your 
RSVP must be accompanied by your tour payment of $8 per person. 
Please send payment to: Cynthia Kostelnik, 6364 Crest view Dr, South 
Park, PA 15129 Phone 412.722.9512 Please makes checks payable to:  
Golden Club of Holy Cross 
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What a thing we heard of in the Gospel passage just now. (Matthew 
14:22-34) Imagine being one of the disciples, on a boat in the middle of 
the sea in the dark of the night. The 
wind is howling, the waves are beat-
ing against the boat, and your friend, 
Jesus is nowhere to be seen. Then, you 
see Him, walking to you upon the wa-
ter through the midst of the waves. 
The disciples are filled with fear, 
thinking it is a ghost, but the Lord tells 
them, “Be not afraid.” 

In this is a sign of the Lord’s great power. He is not bound by the laws 
of nature as we are, for He Himself is the author of those very laws. The 
water supports His feet, even as the wind obeys His voice. This would 
be a sign of Christ’s divinity and power, certainly, but what sets this sto-
ry apart, the real heart and beauty of this story, is that Christ, in spite of 
His awesome divinity and power, wants to share it with us, because He 
loves us, just as Peter was given the grace to walk on the water because 
the Lord walked on the water. 

Yet Peter shows us something else about us, namely, how easily we 
are shaken, how easily our faith is disrupted by the weakness of our own 
flesh. What is remarkable about this Gospel passage is that Peter walks 
upon the water! He is doing the impossible through the grace of the 
Lord! But what is almost more remarkable is that, even when he has had 
his faith proven by such a powerful sign as walking upon the water, his 
faith is shaken not by the water, but by the wind. Saint Chrysostom 
points out that Peter is shaken by the lesser thing, haven already over-
come the greater! 

We too suffer from the same weakness as Peter. We may have tasted 
and seen the great beauty of God’s love, we may have witnessed weep-
ing icons, we may have experienced great healings, yet, when the winds 
of life come, how easily our faith is shaken by the winds of life. Let us 
take a lesson from Saint Peter when the winds of life batter us, and re-
member that Christ has us. He reaches out His hand to save Peter, say-
ing to him “O man of little faith, why did you doubt?” 

We may have little faith, like Peter, but the Lord elsewhere tells us that 
all we need is faith the size of a mustard seed, which in case you don’t 
know is an incredibly tiny seed which grows an incredibly massive 
plant. Focus on the Lord, focus on His great love for us, love so great 
that He would even let us walk upon the water with Him, and hold that 
love close, so that we may keep our eyes fixed upon Him always, even 
when the storms of life come our way.              ~Deacon Elias 
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Holy Cross Philoptochos Autumn Food Fair  
Wednesday & Thursday, October 14&15, 11am-8pm  

Food Line help needed BOTH DAYS @Lunch, 10:45am–2pm or 4pm, 
Lighter shift from 2pm-4pm. Dinner shift from 4pm -8pm. OR 

whatever fits your time frame. ANY of your time is appreciated.  
  

Food Runners needed for the lunch shift, 10am-2pm or 4pm.  
Dinner shift from 4-8pm. OR choose a time that fits your schedule!  

  

Thank you for volunteering your time supporting Holy Cross Philoptochos 
in its philanthropic endeavors. 

 

Elaine Sofis, Food Line Chair esofis@comcast.net  
Cell 412 327-7017 Home 412 344-7046 

mailto:esofis@comcast.net
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SACRAMENTS   

Chrismations  
July 25 ~ Shane Indyk       Sponsor is Nicholas Diamant. 
  

July 25 ~ Cecelia Hauser  Sponsor is Marcia Diamant. 
  
  

Marriages 
  

July 25 ~ Shane Indyk and Cecelia Hauser  
Koumbari are Nicholas and Marcia Diamant. 
  

Funerals: 
 
†Robert Kirschner ~ August 7, age 86 Survived by wife Didra of over 
54 years and nine children (and spouses), Scott Wurster (Teresa), Todd 
Kirschner, Julie Leckenby (Kim), Lisa Peartree (Brian), Sean Kirschner (Amy), 
Rev. Deacon Robert Kirschner (Claudine), Harry Kirschner (Carrie), Jessika 
Kirschner and Cesar Kirschner; and 11 grandchildren. He is also loved deeply by 
the thousands of people whose lives he touched, healed, mentored, and inspired 
through a lifetime spent putting others first. His life was defined by devotion: to 
his family, his faith, his country, and to countless people around the world he 
never stopped helping. A devoted member of Holy Cross, Bob poured himself 
into service for decades, as a member of the Parish Council, chairman of the 
Outreach Committee, head of Food Fair, director of Sunday School, and in nu-
merous other leadership roles as recently recognized by him receiving the St. 
Photios award in 2023, from the Metropolis of Pittsburgh. Retirement did not 
slow Bob down, it simply opened the door to his "second" career as a healthcare 
volunteer. He earned his EMT license and worked part-time in the ER at St. 
Clair Hospital, to refine the skills he would carry around the world, during mis-
sion trips with SurgiCorps International in Bhutan, Nepal, Vietnam, and Guate-
mala to name just a few. He also served the homeless of Pittsburgh through Op-
eration Safety Net, and gave his time to the Alzheimer's Association in honor of 
his late mother. He co-founded the Father Andrés Medical Clinic in Aguacate, 
Guatemala, guiding its fundraising and strategic planning until it became a fully 
self-sustaining source of care for the community. A true renaissance man, Bob 
could turn his hand to nearly anything he set his mind to. A gifted ceramic artist, 
he sold his handmade pieces to help fund the medical clinic in Guatemala, turning 
his craft into yet another way to care for others. Bob's legacy is not measured 
only in the years he lived, but in the lives he changed, through his years of naval 
service, tireless work in his church, medical missions across the globe, and the 
clinic in Guatemala that continues to serve its community today because of his 
vision and generosity. 
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ROBERT “ROBERTO” KIRSCHNER 
 

I begin this eulogy with an anecdote taken from the life of Mother 
Teresa. I believe that it reflects the kind empathy that Bob demonstrated 
in his life of service to others. A reporter once asked Mather Teresa if he 
could come to India to see what made her tick. She answered, “You 
want to know what makes me tick? Take the money you would spend 
to come over here, and personally go to some poor person who has 
nothing and help him with it. And don’t just give it and run. Walk 
with that person and help him. And don’t try to get anything out of it. 
Don’t write a story on it. Give. Lose yourself completely. Obey simply 
to God’s glory and your neighbor’s good. Then you will understand 
what makes me tick.” 

What makes us tick? This is the essence of what I would invite us to 
ponder. Why this questioning of our basic humanity? Because to be hu-
man in the most complete and dignified sense of the word is to be a per-
son and not just an individual, a giver and not a taker, one who cries 
with and doesn’t scoff at those who seek our understanding and love. 

In my ministry of over 30 years at Holy Cross, and now over the 
last 15 years of my retirement, I have met and worked with many won-
derful and blessed human beings, filled with the love of Christ. 
Among the many, one stands out in a unique and exemplary way. In 
Guatemala the Mayan people affectionately call him Roberto, a name he 
gladly embraced as an emblem of respect and honor. Roberto, for me, 
was as close as anyone that I have known that could live up to the strict 
criteria of a Mother Teresa. At Holy Cross he was her male equivalent. 
He willingly would lower himself to perform the so-called “dirty 
work” that most of us would be repulsed by. At our medical clinic in 
Guatemala that he helped to found, design, build, equip and serve in, I 
saw him stoop to wash the feet and debride the puss-filled wounds of 
the humble Mayan patients without any hesitation. Like another Christ, 
washing the feet of His disciples, Roberto removed the mantel of privi-
lege and his many talents, turning it into the towel of service. He una-
shamedly stood up for the highest human values. 

What was it that Roberto saw that so many of us fail to see? To 
understand this is to see what made him tick? He saw people as liv-
ing icons of Christ. Their well-being and healing was more than a 
mere concern of his but a real passion. He wanted the Church to reach 
out more to those who laid claim to our love. It troubled him that we 
spent so much on church buildings and not the person in need. As 
head of our outreach committee at Holy Cross he advocated for the 
maximum possible help that we could give, not just to our own, but 
to all. People were the icons that he reverenced more than anything 
else. He would often tell me that he wanted the last check that he 
wrote to bounce, meaning by this that he had expended all of his re-
sources in helping others.  
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Every day we encounter peo-
ple struggling in life, whether 
from material want or emotional 
need. Maybe it’s someone sitting 
next to us on a plane or the shop-
per we run into at the check-out 
line of the supermarket. Do I stop 
and talk or stoop down to help, 
sensing their pain. Sometimes 
even a smile can be the remedy, a 
show of some kindness that re-
stores hope. The universe doesn’t 
have to be a hostile place if we 
take the time for each other. This 
is what it takes to be truly human, 
asking ourselves, is Jesus talking 
to me through this person. This 
was the creed by which Roberto 
lived. I witnessed it in action each 
time we traveled to Guatemala together. He put flesh on the beliefs of 
his faith. The practice of his religion was incarnational.  

What is it that makes us tick? This is what we need to ask our-
selves on a regular basis. Is there a gnawing pain in our souls for 
those who hunger and thirst, is there sympathy for the dejected and 
outcast of the world, is there room in our lives for the stranger? If 
not, then maybe we need to rewind the clock of compassion in our 
hearts, thereby renewing our humanity. In Roberto’s heart the 
clock of compassion was wound very tightly. 

Today, we are celebrating the Transfiguration of Christ on Mt. 
Tabor. It was here that his disciples saw Him for the first time in all 
his radiant glory. It is notable, however, what Jesus said to them just 
before their ascent on the mountain: “If any man would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” 
(Luke 9:23). This was a cross that Roberto carried throughout his life, 
not grudgingly, but with joy. Because of this, we know that the priv-
ileged moment atop the mountain is now his as well. Heaven and 
earth intersect frequently any time we carry the cross of self-denial 
in service to others. Jesus is there all the time, but mostly in the dis-
tressing disguise of the poor and neglected of the world. Roberto 
gave of himself to them without limit. 

The last check that he wrote was his dying breath, because he had 
given everything of himself until there was nothing left to give. That’s 
what made him tick. May his memory inspire us to do the same. 

~Fr. John Chakos 
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Everyone is welcome, but please register so we can have ample seating. 
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It's not too late to 
turn in a 2026  
Stewardship Card! 
Please use this card, 
fill out, and return in 
the Narthex this 
Sunday!  
 
Alternatively, you 
may request an  
account for Realm 
at email above 
to pledge online.   
 
Already returned 
your card for 2026? 
Please pass this card 
along to a friend or 
family member to-
day. Not sure if 
you’ve turned in 
your 2026 card? 
Send us an email to 
the email address 
above!  
 
Please help us  
receive all 2026 
pledges by the  
end of September! 
 

Stewardship 2026 
holycrosspgh.stewardship@gmail.com  

 

mailto:holycrosspgh.stewardship@gmail.com
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The Gyro Thursday Team celebrates  

several birthdays and an anniversary  

at the August Gyro Thursday! 
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Holy Cross Young Adults attend wedding of Camp friends  

in Kilkis, Greece in July!  
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COLLEGE STUDENTS: 
Use the QR code below to 

find YOUR community! 
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Metropolis of Pittsburgh YOUTH CALENDAR 
Mark your calendars! Here are some other important dates for the  

2026-2027 Ministry Year: 
•September 26: Youth Worker Track at Clergy Laity 
•October 23-25: Young Adult Fall Retreat 
•November 20-22: GOYA Fall Retreat 
•February 5-7: GOYA Basketball Tournament 1  
at Holy Trinity, Pittsburgh and St. Demetrios, Rocky River 
•February 19-20: GOYA BBall Tournament 2 at St. Haralambos, Canton 
•March 5-7: GOYA Bball Tournament 3 @Holy Cross, PGH & Sts. Constantine & Helen, Reading 

•March 13: Northwestern HOPE/JOY Lenten Mini Retreat @St. Paul, North Royalton 
•March 20: Southwestern HOPE/JOY Lenten Mini Retreat at St. Spyridon, Clarksburg 
•April 3: GOYA Indoor Volleyball 
•April 9-11: GOYA Spring Retreat at Camp Nazareth 
•April 16-18: Young Adult Spring Retreat at Camp Nazareth 
•April 17-18: Weekend of Service 
•May 14-16: Summer Camp Staff Training 
•June 20-26: Week 1 of Summer Camp 
•June 27-July 3: Week 2 of Summer Camp 
•July 4-10: Week 3 of Summer Camp 
•July 11-17: Week 4 of Summer Camp 
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