
 

Beloved Members and Friends of Holy Cross, 
 
 Christ is on our midst! He is and ever shall be! 
 
T. S. Elliot famously observed “April is the cruelest month, breeding li-
lacs out of the dead land, mixing memory and desire, stirring dull roots 
with spring rain.” Of course for Christians (which Elliot himself later be-
came) this is far from our impression of the month, since it most often 
the month in which Pascha falls, and that is about as far from cruel as 
one can get. One can only guess how he felt about November, when the 
leaves have mostly fallen from the trees, the late fall rains are cold, and 
the clocks fall back, bringing an earlier end to daylight. 
 
Yet for us November is a beautiful month, beginning with the 
Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damianos on the first of the month, the 
beginning of the Nativity fast on the fifteenth, and ending with Andrew 
the First Called of the Apostles on the thirtieth. And of course we have 
one of the twelve great feasts, the Entrance of the Theotokos into the 
Temple on the twenty-first.  
 
But in America the month of November also brings one of our great 
holidays, one that for the most part has remained untouched by modern 
society; namely, Thanksgiving. And it remains a great comfort that even 
today, when it seems there is so much polarization, unrest, and uncertain-
ty in the world, we as a country still find the time to be genuinely grate-
ful. True, the supermarkets and food magazines try to make it all about 
the turkey and trimmings, and the football season is in full swing, vying 
for our attention, but the spirit of the gathering of family and friends in 
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HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENDA 
 

Sunday, November 8, 2026  
Holy Cross Community Center 

 
 
1. Opening Prayer  
 
2. Elections of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson 
for that Assembly  
  
3. Reading of minutes of the previous meeting  
  
4. Nominations of candidates for election to the Parish 
Council 
 
5. Election of three-member Board of Auditors  
 
6. Election of three-member Board of Elections  
 

 7. Election of Building Committee Members  
 
8. Election of five-member By-Laws Committee (every 
third year) 
 
9. Election of five members to the Long Range  
Planning Committee (every fifth year) 
 

 10. Election of Endowment Committee Members 
 
11. A report by the President of the Parish Council  
 
12. A report by the Stewardship Chairperson  
 
13. Old Business  
 

 14. New Business 
 

 15. Closing Prayer  
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Fr. Michael Kallaur, Presiding Priest 
Fr. Daniel Korba, Presbyter 
Deacon Elias Diamond 
Philip Yamalis, Cantor 
Francie Casino, Secretary 
Website: holycrosspgh.org 
Office (412) 833-3355  FAX (412) 833-3357 
Community Center Phone:(412) 854-6001 

Hours   Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 

 

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church 

123 Gilkeson Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 

Crossroads, Published Monthly Volume 26 Issue 11 

 

November 2026 

*Services:     

Sundays:   8:15am Orthros 

  9:30 am Divine Liturgy 

Mondays:  6:30pm Paraclesis  

Wednesdays: 7 pm Bible Study and via Zoom 

Weekdays: 8:30am Orthros 

  9:30am Divine Liturgy 

Saturdays:  Vespers 5pm  

*See monthly calendar for all services. 

Parish Council 2026 

Coffee Hour fellowship is an extension 
of our Divine Liturgy! Please gather with 
family, koumbari or friends to sponsor/
prepare one Sunday. See the calendar on 
website for open dates, and call  
the church office to confirm. 

Funeral/Memorial Information:  
 

For Kollyva, you may 
bring your own or  
contact Denise Melis 
directly (412) 341-9264. 
 
 

Use of the Community 
Center is available for parishioner 
funeral lunches at no charge. Parish-
ioners may contact any caterer they 
choose to purchase and prepare 
their Makaria (Mercy Meal).  

Church School Elias Diamond (412) 833-3355 

Philoptochos Pres. Dina Hartlep (412) 720-9383 

Phil. Membership Christine Picard (412) 951-7258 

Circle of Angels Carol Halkias (412) 276-5002 

  Christine Peters (724) 693-9290 

Landscaping  Frank Kalogeris (412) 855-4155 

Rebekah Krakora (412) 728-4842 

Greek School Dena Yamalis (412) 343-8355 

Junior Dance Marina Bouzos  (412)-736-7455 

Senior Dance Rachel Facaros  (412) 323-6298 

Choir     

First Steps Sophia Alfaras-Melainis (412) 251-3209 

JOY Elias Diamond (412)413-7427 

Young Adults Elias Diamond (412)413-7427 

GOYA Denise Melis (412) 341-9264 

Golden Club Cynthia Kostelnik  (412) 833-9423 

Rene Koett  (412) 559-1721 

Bookstore Mary Portellos (724) 941-8699 

House Committee Constance Zotis (412) 736-7145 

Building Comm. Michael N. Zervos (412) 833-6843 

Sts. Mary & Martha Dina Hartlep (412) 720-9383 

Interior Design  
Committee 

Laura Zervos (412) 287-5679 

Anthony Cuneo, President 

Stephen Yamalis, Vice President 

Angela Athanas, Treasurer 

Socrates Zacharias, Financial Secretary 

Sophia Milinkovic, Secretary 

Bryan Elderkin 

Eleni Maneta 

Rita Manganas 

Tom Mourtacos 

Jordan Nicholas 

Ted Sofis 

Sadie Stang 

Zachary Stevens 

Mark Urso 

Constance Zotis 

mailto:holycrosspit@mail.goarch.org
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memory of the pilgrims and native Americans who gathered before this 
nation was even founded has survived remarkably intact. 
 
It is true that Thanksgiving is not an Orthodox holiday, in that it is not 
to be found in any service book or ecclesiastical calendar, but it is sur-
prisingly easy to adapt in concept. Consider that the Greek for thanks-
giving is ευχαριστεία, which is directly related to ευχαριστία, the word 
for Eucharist; that is to say, Holy Communion. Now recall in another 
case that the feast of this community on September 14 is a commemo-
ration of the return of the captured Cross from the Persians to Jerusa-
lem in 628, but also in some ways an anticipation of the commemora-
tion of the Cross on the Third Sunday of Lent, even to the use of the 
same hymn (apolytikion). And both of these days point to the Crucifix-
ion itself on Great and Holy Friday. 
 
Well, in a similar way we can say that Thanksgiving points to the 
events of Great Thursday, which commemorates the Last Supper, 
which itself is the institution of the Holy Eucharist. And while the Pil-
grims, being part of Reformed Christendom would not have made the 
same sacramental association between their harvest supper and the 
Lord’s Last Supper, not to mention the Body and Blood of Christ, the 
underlying theme of gratitude to God for all He has given us is an ap-
propriate connection for Orthodox Christians in America to make. Per-
haps one day some hymnographer will be inspired to compose Vespers 
and Matins hymns to make this association more theologically and li-
turgically obvious, but in the meantime we can call all this to mind 
when we’re sitting down to dinner on the fourth Thursday of every No-
vember.  
 
Indeed, we still have much cause to be thankful, especially here at Holy 
Cross. We are deeply grateful for the leadership of Fr. Michael, and we 
pray that his well earned sabbatical may return him to us in safety, both 
renewed and refreshed. We are thankful for the continuity in the clergy 
provided by Fr. Dan and Deacon Elias, and look forward to Fr. John’s 
return from Guatemala to preside here through the year end. We are 
thankful for the twenty-five years of service given to us by Nena Jovo-
novich, recently retired this past month. We are thankful for the recent 
addition of Francie Casino as the new secretary and pray she too has a 
long and fruitful tenure here, as did Nena and her predecessor Lee 
McManus. We are grateful for the many ministries this parish supports, 
and of all of you who participate in them. Holy Cross remains a healthy 
and active community and from the handful of those remaining from 
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the foundation of this community in 1954 to the newest group of cate-
chumens, we are thankful for all of you.  
 
We are also thankful for the joyful news of the recent translation of the 
relics of our beloved former bishop Gerasimos of Abydos, who was 
found to be incorrupt and intact after thirty years of interment. For those 
who do not know, he was bishop in Pittsburgh when this building was 
constructed in 1969, and presided here many times before his retire-
ment. To have the prayers of one who will soon be recognized as a saint 
is a great occasion for thanksgiving. 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters, we are continually inundated with bad 
news. It seems unfortunate but a necessary consequence of this is that 
we must put forth genuine effort to promote hope in a world that seems 
devoid of it, and to be truly grateful when those around us are resigned 
to complain. It is not an easy task. But if we are truly to be the “Light 
on the Hill”, then it becomes our great calling to bring a spirit of 
thanksgiving to a world that desperately needs it. So as you navigate the 
shorter days, and perhaps even the first frost and snowfall, remember 
that we have genuine cause to be thankful, not only for the blessings we 
have received in life, but especially for the great love for humanity that 
God has shown, and the great gift of our destiny to become His chil-
dren. To Him be all Glory, now and forever. 
 
With love and prayers, 
+Fr. Photios 
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The Cross in Our Life, Part Three 
His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper) 
 

The Cross of Pleasure 
 
Most believers associate the cross with pain, trials, and hardships 
of every kind. Yet few realize that the cross produced by seeking 
pleasure apart from God is heavier and harsher than other crosses. 
When received in the name of Christ, the cross of trials produces 
steadfastness, strength, patience, tenderness of heart, and a refined 
human sensitivity. It also brings abundant grace. It is truly and 
genuinely a cross that leads to resurrection—a cross whose conso-
lation makes it sweet. 
Pleasure sought apart from God, however, creates a deadly empti-
ness. A person tries to fill this emptiness by returning to the same 
pleasure and immersing himself in it more intensely. He imagines 
that, by returning to it with greater force and abandoning himself 
to it more completely, he will escape his boredom and weariness. 
He believes that he is satisfying a longing for fullness, without re-
alizing that he is seeking it in the wrong place. In reality, he gradu-
ally discovers that he has become enslaved to pleasure. He grows 
weak before it, surrenders to it, and despairs of ever being deliv-
ered from it. This cross leads to death and not to resurrection. 
Why does a person experience pleasure as a cross? Is pleasure not 
a sensation of delight and exhilaration, both of which are joyful? 
Because reality shows us that every indulgence in pleasure is fol-
lowed by pain and sorrow. Pleasure is temporary; its glow fades 
as soon as it ends. A person then discovers that he was deceived 
and has returned to the same condition in which he began. 
Before the act, the evil one portrays pleasure as promising every 
delight for which the person longs, satisfying everything he seeks, 
and bringing him the peace of which he dreams. Yet in practice, he 
discovers that he has not merely returned to his former state: he 
now feels an even greater emptiness, a harsher weariness, and a 
darker despair. 
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Nevertheless, in order to avoid confronting this new reality, he 
rushes into yet another attempt to immerse himself in a still great-
er pleasure. Thus, the words of Saint John Climacus are fulfilled 
in him: "The dog has returned to its vomit." 
Let us calmly examine the power that one or more pleasures exer-
cise over us. If we find it difficult to scrutinize ourselves, let us 
consider those who are addicted to sex, drugs, and the like. Did 
not the sexual revolution begin by demanding the right to engage 
in sexual activity and declaring it permissible whenever a person 
desired it? What was the result? Human beings were not satisfied 
with what they had attained. They went beyond it, devising new 
forms of sexual activity, then turning to same-sex relations, until 
we began hearing, from time to time, even of ceremonies suppos-
edly uniting a human being in marriage to a pet! 
Saint Maximus the Confessor speaks of "blind pleasure" — pleas-
ure from which spiritual vision is absent. Such pleasure does not 
consider our responsibility before God and our neighbor. It is con-
cerned only with satisfying the desires and inclinations of the in-
dividual solely on the individual level. It is selfish pleasure in the 
fullest sense. It uses the body to satisfy what the soul demands. 
As bodily passions spread unchecked within a person, they en-
slave him and draw him into excess, until he reaches the point of 
deadly addiction. 
All pleasures that a person seeks apart from God tend to become 
blind pleasures. They do not look beyond themselves but are con-
tent with the immediate moment. They are bodily in the fullest 
sense. Through them, a person falls into sensuality without any 
limit. He falls into the darkness of the ego, which descends to a 
level of sensuality that can find expression only in the material 
world. The material world thereby becomes increasingly heavy 
and can no longer serve as a path leading the human person to-
ward the greater Truth. 
With your strong body, for example, you can serve others and ac-
complish great things. Or you can subject it to your selfish pleas-
ures without caring in the least about anyone else. If you put your 
mind to work, you may use it to spread joy around you and de-
velop better ways of living for yourself and others. Or you may 

continued p. 8 → 



 

8  

exploit it merely to secure what is best for yourself, even at the ex-
pense of others. 
The problem lies neither in the body nor in matter. The problem 
lies within you—in your being and in your soul. What does your 
soul seek, and how does it attempt to satisfy its needs? Where is 
God in your life? How is the Gospel of Christ embodied in you? 
And how far are you prepared to continue walking with Christ? 
Although a person can freely reject pleasure, he can never escape 
the pain and sorrow that come from it. He is left with two choices, 
both bitter. Either he flees from them by throwing himself into the 
pursuit of still more pleasures and devising new ways of seeking 
and experiencing them, until his body withers and can no longer 
respond to the demands of his soul. At that point, he discovers 
that his soul has become immeasurably more lustful than his 
body. He then loses the consolation he has spent his entire life 
seeking and begins to look for it from others, only to experience 
ever greater anguish. 
Or he surrenders to despair and depression, which cause him to 
lose the meaning of life. They deprive him of the ability to recog-
nize the love others have for him and prevent him from loving 
them in return. He thus spends his life in suffocating psychologi-
cal isolation and deadly loneliness. 
A person can overcome his sorrow only when he is touched by the 
grace of God and experiences the joy of living with Him. He then 
begins to seek true and lasting pleasure—the pleasure that springs 
from within him, specifically from the presence of God dwelling 
in him. When he replaces his love for earthly things with love for 
divine things, he discovers that he has gained both. But this occurs 
only after he has entered into the experience of repentance, which 
means a "change of mind." 
As long as we remain attached to earthly things, our cross remains 
too heavy for us to carry—unless we encounter God, who awaits 
us at every crossroads, seeking to set us free and opening His 
arms to embrace us. 
Our longing for divine things—for the presence of God within 
us—transforms our inner vision of everything, and everything ac-
quires a different meaning. This cannot happen without struggle 
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or without a cross. Until a person is freed from enslavement to 
earthly things, he cannot experience temptations and hardships as 
crosses that liberate and enliven. In this way, he rises from one 
spiritual state to a higher one, until he reaches the state described 
by the Apostle Paul in these beautiful words: 
"We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 
not destroyed" (2 Cor. 4:8–9). 
The Cross prevents the fundamental inclinations of the world and 
the flesh from swelling beyond measure. Yet it also grants them 
the possibility of being transfigured—to pass through the Cross 
into true vision and complete freedom. Then the Apostle's de-
scription is fulfilled in us: 
"As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; 
as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 
as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet pos-
sessing all things" (2 Cor. 6:9–10). 
The Fathers of the Church teach us that whoever is nourished by 
the Cross is nourished by the Tree of Life. 

JOHN SKAGGS 

CHRISMATION 
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One of the works of poet W.H. Auden, called “The Age of 
Anxiety” contains the following lines: “We would rather be ruined than 
changed/ We would rather die in our dread/ Than climb the cross of the 
moment/ And let our illusions die.” This poem was written as an 
extended reflection on the “age of anxiety” which Auden identified as 
the world in the years following World War Two. Yet, today, perhaps 
more than ever, feels like an age of anxiety. So many people live in 
dread, faced with the endless litany of the world’s problems, yet, 
unfortunately, at the same time, so many of those people would also 
“rather be ruined than changed” and “would rather die in their dread 
than climb the cross of the moment.” 
 
We cannot escape the problems of the world, for the world, by its 
fallen nature, will always have problems. They may look different from 
age to age, but they will always be there. However, as Christians, we 
must not despair. Christ tells us so much in today’s Gospel reading. In it, 
the apostles of the seventy return to Him after their missionary journeys 
and marvel that even the demons are subject to them in the name of 
Christ. Christ responds to them saying, “Behold, I have given you au-
thority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy; and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in 
this, that the spirits are subject to you; but rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven”  
 
The power of Christ, which we share in by taking up our cross, is the 
same power that inspired the early martyrs as they faced torture and 
death. It is a power which overcomes all the ugliness and evil of the 
world, a power which shines light into the demonic darkness which op-
presses our age. Even as the seventy could go out into the world and be 
fearless in the face of demons, so too can we face our age of anxiety if 
we carry Christ’s name in our hearts through all things. This reminds us 
that a saint is one who is not of this earth. A saint is one who lives a 
heavenly life in a world that can often seem hellish. And in this age of 
anxiety, that is a goal all of us should strive for. 
 
The passage concludes with Christ “rejoicing in the Holy Spirit” 
and so too should we, for the Holy Spirit, the person of the Holy Trinity 
which will soon descend upon these gifts here presented and transform 
them into the body and blood of Christ, also descended upon the 
baptismal font which each of us entered into on our way into the 
Christian life. When we were christmated shortly after baptism, we 
received the seal and the gift of the Holy Spirit, and this is so important, 
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because, as I mentioned, the Holy Spirit is ultimately a force of 
transformation, and just as it can transform bread and wine into the 
body and blood of Christ, so too can we be transformed, refashioned 
into the image of God in which we were made, if we strive with 
grace to become true Christians. 
 
In this age of anxiety, in this world where so many are rudderless, 
pushed around by the storms of life, we can be different. We can be 
transformed into images of Christ, beacons of light and love in a 
darkened world. We can stand apart from the anxieties and fears of 
this age, because through the Holy Spirit, we can become Agioi - 
saints. And there’s an interesting wordplay that can be made out of 
the Greek word for saint: agios has two components in it, which 
sounds like two distinct words: the alpha, meaning not. And gy, re-
lated to earth, like geology. This reminds us that a saint is one who is 
not of this earth. A saint is one who lives a heavenly life in a world 
that can often seem hellish. And in this age of anxiety, that is a goal 
all of us should strive for. 
 
~Deacon Elias Diamond  

WALK FOR MISSIONS 
Thank you to everyone who helped raise over $6,000 for the Missions! 



 

12  

ASSEMBLY OF BISHOPS 
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ASSEMBLY OF BISHOPS 
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October 15, 2026 
Twenty-five years ago today, shortly after 9/11 happened, I walked into Holy Cross to start a 
new “job.” It’s evolved into not feeling like a job but a purpose. I am grateful I never needed to 
compromise my values; faith and family would always come first. I was surrounded by 
wonderful clergy, lay assistants and parishioners. I've literally witnessed the birth and growth 
of an entire generation here, and sadly I've been to more funerals than I care to count. I won't 
miss the 50 mile roundtrip commute, but I will miss so many wonderful people. It's hard to 
imagine not seeing clergy daily: Fr. Michael, (never really) "retired" Fr. John, and Deacon 
Elias, who I've had the privilege of working with the past 5 years, "part-time" priests Fr. Dan 
and Fr. Frank, who shared such great stories, insight and wisdom. There are so many 
memories and memorable people that I will carry in my heart. It's time for the next chapter as 
Baba. I am so grateful God put me here. I learned so much about my faith, historically and 
spiritually. It's truly been a gift, and I thank you all for your kindness, patience and the 
opportunity to serve you the past 25 years.  
God bless you all.  
With love in Christ, Nena 

P.S. You’re in great 
hands with Francie! 

After 25 years, Nena Jovonovich is retiring as Office Manager of Holy Cross. 
Shown with her family who attended Divine Liturgy on September 27, Nena was 
presented with a special icon made by Gerontissa in Saxonburg in 2017.  
Retirement plans include enjoying her new grandson! 

Farewell Nena, thank you for 25 years of service! 
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JOY Kickoff Coffee Hour 

We are delighted to welcome Francie 
Casino as our new Office Manager. 
Francie and her son Beau have recent-
ly relocated to Mt. Lebanon from New 
York City & New Zealand and are look-
ing forward to setting down roots in 
our beautiful community. With a 
strong background in administrative 
management, Francie will help ensure 
that our church remains a welcoming 
place for all who walk through our 
doors. Please join us in greeting Fran-
cie as she begins this new chapter of 
service with Holy Cross. 

Welcome 
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Happy Golden  

Wedding 
Anniversary to  

Mr. & Mrs.  
Ted & Elaine 

Sofis 

Cheers to 50 years! 



 

 17 

GOLDEN CLUB 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON  

Thursday, November 12 at 11AM 

Holy Cross Community Center 

Current Members and New Members  

Our guest speakers will be our own, Presvytera Lia 
Christulides and Bryan Elderkin, who will discuss 

their recent pilgrimage to Greece. 
 

We will be collecting membership dues of $10 person 
for 2027. If paying by check, please make payment to 

GOLDEN CLUB of HOLY CROSS. 

We welcome all Holy Cross parishioners 50+ years of 
age to join us for fellowship, fun, interesting day trips, 
and engaging lunch & learn presentations. We hope to 

see you soon! 

RSVP BY FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6 PLEASE 

to Cynthia at (412) 722-9512 or Rene at (412) 831-
3142 (voice message for Rene's home phone; no text) 
Please note that this is a catered lunch and no reserva-

tions will be taken after the 6th, as per the caterer. 

tel:(412)%20722-9512
tel:(412)%20831-3142
tel:(412)%20831-3142
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Sun Mon Tue 
1 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 

Youth Sunday/ 
Soup Sale  

2 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Paraclesis   

6:30PM  

PHILOPTOCHOS MEETING 

7PM GOYA Meeting / 
Bon Fire 

8 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

9  
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Div. Liturgy

 
 
6:30pm Paraclesis   

15 Nativity Fast begins 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

5PM Orthodox on Tap 

@ Monterey Pub 

 

GOYA  
BAKE SALE 

16 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Paraclesis   

17 

 
 
 

22 
ARCHON SUNDAY 
GOYA FALL RETREAT  

8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

11:15 AM Greek Dance 

Practice 

23 

 

 

 

6:30pm Paraclesis   

24 

 

 

29 
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine Liturgy 

11:15 AM Greek Dance 

Practice 

Endowment  

Presentation 

30   
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Div. Liturgy

 

 

6:30pm Paraclesis   
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 
4 
 
4:30 Greek School 
6:45 PM GOYA  
Basketball Practice 
7pm Bible Study 

 6 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
NO VESPERS 
 

11 
 
 
4:30 Greek School 
6:45 PM GOYA  
Basketball Practice 
7pm Bible Study 

8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Div. Liturgy

 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
5pm Great Vespers 

18 
 
 
 
4:30 Greek School 
6:45 PM GOYA  
Basketball Practice 
7pm Bible Study 

19  20 
GOYA FALL RETREAT  

JOY  
Friendsgiving 
(Facaros House)  
 

21  
GOYA FALL RETREAT  

8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Div. Liturgy

 
NO VESPERS 

25  
8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Div. Liturgy 

 

4:30 Greek School 
6:45 PM GOYA  
Basketball Practice 
7pm Bible Study 

26 

8:15am Orthros 

9:30am Divine 

Liturgy 

27  
 
28 
 
 
 

 
 5pm Great Vespers 
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 23 

AUTUMN FESTIVAL 



 

24  

 

 12TH Annual Holy Cross Memorial Golf Outing 
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12TH Annual Holy Cross Memorial Golf Outing 
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12TH Annual Holy Cross Memorial Golf Outing 



 

 27 

YAL 

BOWLING 

NIGHT 



 

28  



 

 29 



 

30  



 

 31 

Frick Estate Tour 

SARRIS  

FACTORY 

TOUR 

  

GOLDEN CLUB 
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It's not too late to 
turn in a 2026  
Stewardship Card! 
Please use this card, 
fill out, and return in 
the Narthex this 
Sunday!  
 
Alternatively, you 
may request an  
account for Realm 
at email above 
to pledge online.   
 
Already returned 
your card for 2026? 
Please pass this card 
along to a friend or 
family member to-
day. Not sure if 
you’ve turned in 
your 2026 card? 
Send us an email to 
the email address 
above!  
 
Please help us  
receive all 2026 
pledges by the  
end of November! 

Stewardship 2026 
holycrosspgh.stewardship@gmail.com  

mailto:holycrosspgh.stewardship@gmail.com
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FUNERALS 
 

†Konrad Mayr  
(Former Parish Council President of Holy Cross) 
December 30, 1950 - September 23, 2026 
Koni, known to his daughters as Papa and to his grandchildren as Opa, died on 
September 23, 2026, in Pittsburgh. He was 75. He was born in Windischgar-
sten, Austria, one of eight children. He had an adventurous streak from the 
start, and a mischievous side that always showed in his grin. The family story 
says he and his buddies often snuck out of boarding school for a drink and only 
occasionally got caught sneaking back in. His work defined him. He began his 
career as the Austrian Trade Attaché in São Paulo, covering Brazil and Para-
guay. He then moved into the private sector, which brought him to America as 
president of Austria’s largest plant engineering company. At heart he was an 

entrepreneur. He was the catalyst for 
creating Sabika Jewelry, which he built 
alongside his wife Karin, and his 
daughters. His family was his greatest 
passion. He shared 49 years of mar-
riage with his wife, Karin. He was a 
proud father to Kerstin Goodworth, 
Alexandra Gracik and Miriam Mayr. 
He was a devoted Opa to Cosmo and 
Audrey, Leo and Amelie, Jillian and 
Parker. He was a loving son to his 
mother, Elfriede, who lives in Austria. 
His seven siblings live in Brazil, Ger-
many, Austria and Switzerland, and he 
carried his Austrian roots with him 
wherever he went. For three and a half 
years, Koni fought cancer bravely. In 
his final months he was surrounded by 
family and by so much love.  

SACRAMENTS   
BAPTISMS 
October 3 - Nicholas George Nicholas  
 
MARRIAGES 
October 3 - Kyle Lewandowski & Alexandra Lugares 
 
CHRISMATIONS 
October 4 - John Skaggs 
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†Presvytera Mary Monios, 94  

May 23, 1932 - October 6, 2026 

Born to Nicholas Christodoulou and Athena 
Christodoulou (née Tsouroutis) in Steuben-
ville, Ohio. Wife to the late Father Constan-
tine Monios. She is survived by her five 
children: Lia Monios; Harry Monios (and 
wife Zaharoula) and their children, Constan-
tine Monios and Evangelia Tripolitis; Athe-
na Stem and her children, Anthony, Nicho-
las, and Christopher Stem; Michael Monios 
and his sons, Constantine and Zachary 
Monios; and Nikki Monios Swartz (and hus-
band JR) and her children, Maria Anagnos-
tou, Connie and Stelios Mastoras, and Ma-
nuel and John Anagnostou. She is also sur-
vived by her sister-in-law Margie Chris-
todoulou (née Sarris). 

†Dean Zachery Paul, 92 

June 9, 1934 - September 24, 2026 

Survived by his family – his beloved wife Al-
ice Tousimis Paul, their children: Maria Paul, 
Anne (& Ed) Clarke, Dina (& Jeff) Friedel, 
and Zachary (& Tracy) Paul, and their 11 
grandchildren: Mia, Jordan, Jeffrey, Christo-
pher, Spencer, Nicholas, Chloe, Michael, 
Kiera, Griffin and Penelope. Son of the late 
Zack and Anne Paul, grew up in Whitehall.   

†Dorothy Petrakis, 98  

February 19, 1928 - October 19, 2026 

Dorothy was preceded in death by her sisters 
Mary Haley (Charles), Sophia Bakertges 
(George) and brother George (Jeannette) 
Petrakes. She is survived by her brother John 
Petrakes (Jan) and as well as many nieces and 
nephews who adored her.  
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